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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 


rhe legislation under which the House Committee on Un-Americat 
Activities operates is Publie Law 601, 79th Congress | 1946 |, chapte1 


753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


RULE X 
Sh S \ 3) ( co 1! } 
* x 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members 
Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* = * = 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un 
American propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domesti 
origin and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued unde: 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


here shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con 


p ing s nie z ( mittees 
* » * * * 
1}) Committee on | \me! Activities, to consist of nine members 
* ° 
S A ) ries oO oO MITTEES 





r 
‘ 1 \ \ ‘ 
i \ ‘ \ eS 
I ( ‘ in A vities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
t ( f t nvestigations of (1) the extent, char 
cter mi bjects of un-Ar propaganda activities in the United States, 
, he diff I | | ed States subversive and un-American prop 
that is instigate from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
he princip ) f if government as guaranteed by our Constitu 
1 (3) all other quest n relation thereto that would aid Congress 
i! ecessary rer 1 g tion 
Phe Committee on Un-Amet n Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such re ndations as it deems advisable 


For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 

1, or adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
mony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairma e committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
CHICAGO AREA—Part 1 





MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1954 


Unirep Sratres House or RepreEsENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Chicago. Til 
PUBLIC HEARING 


he subcommittee of the Committee on Un—American Activities 
met, pursuant to notice, at 1 p. ™., in reom 224, United States Court- 
house, Chicago, I] _ Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present : Representative s Harold H. Velde, Gor- 
don H. Scherer, and Morgan M. Moulder. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Raphael I. 
Nixon, director of research; Earl L. Fuoss, W. Jackson Jones, and 
George C. Williams, investigators; and Juliette P. Joray, acting clerk. 

Mr. Veupr. The committee will be in erder. 





I should like to make an opt ning statement regarding our Work 
here i the city of C} cago. 

The Congress of the United States, realizing that there are indi 
viduals and elements in this country whose aim it is to subvert our 
constitutional form of government, has established the House Com 
mittee on Un-American Activities. 

In establishing this committee, the Congress has directed that we 
must investigate and hold hearings either by the full committee or by 
a subcommittee, to ascertain the extent and suecess of subversive ac- 
tivities directed against these United States. On the basis of these 
investigations and hearings, the Committee on Un-American Activities 
reports its findings to the Cor oress al d makes recommendations from 
these investigations and hearings for new legislation. 

As a result of this committee’s investigations and hearings, the In 
ternal Security Act of 1950 was enacted. Over the past 15 years this 
committee has been in existence, both as a special and permanent com- 
mittee, it has made 47 recommendations to the Congress to insure 
proper security against subversion. I am proud to be able to state 
that of these 47 recommendations, all but 8 have been acted upon in 
one way or another. Among those recommendations which the Con 
gress has not acted upon are those which provide that witnesses ap 
pearing before congressional committees be granted immunity from 
prosecution on the information they furnish. The committee has also 
recommended that evidence secured from confidential devices be made 
admissible as evidence in cases involving the national security. The 
executive branch of government has now also asked the Congress for 
such legislation, and study is now being made on various bills dealing 
with this matter. 

4165 
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Lhe Congress has also referred to the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities a bill which would amend the National Security 
Act of 1950. This bill, if enacted into law, would provide that the Sub 

ersive Activities Control Board should, after suitable hearings and 

procedures, be empowered to find if certain labor organizations are in 
fact Communist controlled action groups. Following this action, such 
labor — would not have available the use of the National Labor 
Relati s Board as they now have under the provisions of the Labor 
Management Relations Act of 1947. 

During the first session of this, the 88d Congress, the House Commit 
tee on Un-American Activities has held hearings in Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, Calif.; Albany and New York City, N. Y.; Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; and Columbus, Ohio. We are here in Chicago, IL., 
realizing that this is the center of the great midwestern area of the 
United States. It cannot be said that subversive infiltration has had a 
greater, nor a lesser success in infiltrating this important area. The 
hearings today are the culmination of an investigation that has been 
conducted by the committee’s « ‘ompetent staff and is a part of the com 
mittee’s intention for holding hearings in various parts of the country. 

The committee has found that by conducting its investigations and 

holding hearings in various parts of the country, it has been able to 
secure a fuller and more comprehensive picture of subversive efforts 
throughout our Nation. 

Every witness who has been subpenaed to appear before the commit- 
tee here in Chicago, as in all hearings conducted by this committee, are 
known to possess information which will assist t the committee in per- 
forming its directed function to the Congress of the United States. 
The first witness to be called for appearance today, while not having 
information relating directly to activities within the midwestern area, 
possesses information relative to activities in our great neighboring 
areas to the northwest. While the committee has scheduled hearings 
to be held in Albany, N. Y.; San Diego, Calif.; and Detroit, Mich., it 
is felt that this witness whose information we hope will be of assistance 
to us, should be able to advise you of activities both on the west as well 
as on the east coast. 

I have appointed my good friend and colleague, Representative 
Gordon H. Scherer of Ohio, another very good friend and colleague, 
Mr. Morgan Moulder of Missouri, and myself as chairman. 

Mr. Kunzig, will you call the first witness, please ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, prior to calling the first witness whom 
you just mentioned, I should like with your permission, sir, to call as 
our first witness Mr. George C. Williams, an investigator of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. I intend to call immediately 
after Mr. Williams the witness you mentioned, whom we have reason 
to believe has certain information connected with Communist activities 
in the west coast area. This witness, Mr. Vern Todd Riley, has been 
for years a Federal employee. In the interest of clarity in obtaining 
information from Mr. Riley, it is important to have the record show 
the chronological history of his Government employment. Our in- 

vestigator, Mr. W illiams. sir. has analyzed this chronological history 
and will testify at this time. 

Mr. Williams. 

Mr. Verpr. Without objection that procedure will be followed. 
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Will you raise your right hand? In the testimony you are about to 
give before this subcommittee, do you solemnly promise to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the trut h. so he lp me God ¢ 


Mr. Wixuutams. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE ©. WILLIAMS 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please, Mr. Williams? 

Mr. WinuiaMs. George C. Williams. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are an investigator of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. WinuiAMs. Yes, sir, I am. 

Mr. Kunzie. Have you had occasion in such employment to pre 
pare a chronological history of the Vernon Todd Riley case? 

Mr. WitutaMs. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you please give that chronological history to 
the committee, sir, at this time ? 

Mr. Witiiams. In November 1942 Mr. Riley was first employed by 
the Federal Government. In August 1943 Mr. Riley transferred with 
the Government from Washington State to Washington, D. C. The 
first loyalty hearings concerning Mr. Riley were conducted under 
provisions of Executive Order 9835 promulgated by the President . 
the United States which set forth in substance that there must be re: 
sonable erounds to believe that an employee was disloyal before dis 
missal action was taken. 

On December 7, 8, 9, and 10, 1948, the first hearings before an agency 
loyalty hearing board were conducted. This hearing board was offi 
cially known as the Federal Security Agency Board of Inquiry on 
Kmployee Loyalty. No decision Was reached on this hearing and 
additional investigation was requested. 

On March 23 and 25, 1949, these hearings were continued. 

On Augus ABS L949, the board reached a decision favorab le t » Mr. 
Riley. On January 18, 1950, the decision was favorably post: sadieal 
by a panel of the Loyalty Review Board which was a part of the ¢ iv 
Service Commission. Executive Order 10241 went into effect April 2 
1951. The provisions of this Executive order were in substance that 
there had ie be a reasonable doubt as to the loyalty of the emp lovee. 

Shortly subsequent to this Executive order, Mr. Riley’ s case Was 
reopened for adjudication under the amended standard provisions by 
the : agency. 

On August 8, 1951, a new favorable decision regarding Mr. Riley 
was reached by the agency board in Washington, D.C. No new hear 
ings had been held at this time, however. Shortly after decision was 
reached by the agency hear ing board, the case was sent to the Loy alty 
Review Board for postaudit. June 25, 1952, a panel of the Loyalty 
Review Board remanded the case to the agency for the issuance of an 
amended letter of charges and possibly conducting additional hear 
ings. 

January 5, 1955, the agency loyalty board sent Mr. Riley a new 
letter of charges. January 16, 1953, an amended letter of charges 
was sent by the agency loy: alty board to Mr. Riley. January 29, 1953, 
Mr. Riley submitted one reply covering both letters. On'March 16 
and 17, 1953, the agency hearing board conduc ‘ted a new hearing. 

46671—54—pt. 1——-2 
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Mar h 20, 19535. the hearing’ board made an unfavorable deter 
mination concering Mr. Riley 
‘ay April 8. 195 5, Mr. R ley appealed the decision to the adminis 


April , 1955, the decision was re manded by administrator to the 
agency board for the purpose of additional hearings. 

\pril 29 and May 1, 1953. additional hearings were conducted by 
t] ltyv ] 1 r board 


On Mav 7. 1953. the board rendered a favorable determination fo 


short thereafter t ‘ ent to the 1.0) ilty Review Board 
for post a t. Before decision was reached by the Lovalty Review 
Board, Executive Order 10450, promuleated by President Eisenhower. 
had « i aitiad 

Phe decision favorable to Mr. Riley was based on the old rules ~ 
regulations in effect on May 7, 1953. The provisions of Executive 
Order 10450 sets forth in substance that a person’s retention in fee. 
ernment employment must. be clearly consistent with the interest of 


national security. Executive Order 10450 went into effect on May 2 


In order to carry out the provisions of Executive Order 10450, a 
Security He ring Board as est iblished which replaced both the 
agency loyalty hearing board and the Loyalty BEVIS Board. 

On May 28, 1953, the case was remanded by the Loyalty Review 
Board to be heard under the new provis ons of Exee nitive Order 10450, 
promulgated by President ¥ is nhower. October 22, 1953, Mr. Riley 
was suspended by the Secretary of Health, Reais and Welfare, 
Mrs. Hobby. . 

Mr. Scuerrer. What was that date? 

Mr. Winniams. October 22, sir. 

October 25. 1953, a new letter of charges went to Mr. Riley by 
the Security He: r Board. On November 18, 1953, Mr. Riley filed 
al peter Abe sen, een 

On January 12, 1954, the Security Hearing Board conducted a new 
hearn Yr concer! ing’ Mr. Riley. 

On January 25, 1954. the Security Hearing Board reached an 
unfavorable determination for Mr. Riley. Qn January o7, 1954, 
the Secretary of Health, Edueation, and Welfare, Mrs. Hobby, di- 
rected Mr. Riley’s tem ation of employment effective February 1, 
1954. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Williams, this record was compiled from official 
Government documents: is that correct ? 

Mr. Winutams. Yes. sir: that is correct. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scurrer. That was compiled by you, was it. Mr. Williams? 

Mr. Winurams. Yes, sir: it was compiled by me as on informa- 
tio) | received from the Governme nt. 

Mr. Scurrer. For the purpose of the record will you give us some- 
thing of your education: . background and training? 

Mr. Winuiams. Yes, sir. To begin with my college, sir. I was edu- 
cated in the University oo. Vi rginia which I attended 1946 to 1950. 
In 1950 I became employed as a special agent with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. This employment was terminated in 1953. I re- 
signed, and shortly thereafter I came with this committee as an in- 
vestigator. 
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Mr. Scuerer. You have been an investigator with this committee 
ever since ? 

Mr. Witurams. Yes, sir; for approximately 1 year. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have read the record of Vernon T. Riley as you 
obtained it from the files of the executive branch of the Government. 

Will you state whether Mr. Riley was employed by the Federal 
Government on October 12, 1953 ? 

Mr. Witutrams. Yes, sir; he was. 

Mr. Scnerer. If the chairman please, I would like to offer in evi 
dence at this time my letter of October 12, 1953, to Mrs. Hobby, in 
which | asked that she furnish the House Committee on Un American 
Activities certain information with respect to Vernon Todd Riley. 

Mr. Vextpr. That letter will be marked as “Williams Exhibit No. 
1.° and without objection will be introduced into evidence at this 
point. 

(The letter of October 12, 1953, marked “Williams Exhibit N« 
ee for dent fication Was received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Scurerer. What do the records show with reference to his em 
ployment on October 23 ? 

Mr. WILLIA Ms. On Ov tober Zee Mr. Riley Was u pended by the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, Mrs. Hobby. On the 
93d he was no longer working with them. He was on suspension. 

Mr. Scuerer. If the chairman please, I have a copy of my letter of 
October 23, 1953, to the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
and IT would like to read it at this time with your permission 

Mr. Vexwpr. Is there objection ? 

Mr. Mounper. No objection. 

Mr. Verpr. You may proceed. 

Mr. Scnerer (reading) : 


On October 12 T wrote you concerning a photostatic copy of the application 
filed by Mr. Vernon Tedd Riley at the time he was employed by the United States 
Public Health Service together with a photostatic copy of form 57 brought uy 
to date 

To date I have received no reply to this letter. 

Would you kindly follow this matter up and see if I can get the information 
requested at the earliest possible time? 


[ would like to offer that copy in evidence, if the chairman please. 

Mr. Veipr. Of course you have already read it into the record. I 
Cahn see no reason why it should be introduced as an exhibit at this 
time. 

Mi. Scuerer. All right. 

I hay ea copy of a letter. Mr. Chairman. from the \ ting Secretary 
of the Department of Health, Welfare and Edueation, namely from 
Mr. Nelson A. Rockefeller. dated ( letober 97, 1954, which reads as 
follow Ss 


DEAR CONGRESSMAN SCHERER: In accordance with your request of October 12, 
1953, [ am enclosing photostatic copy of Mr. Vernon T. Riley’s application 
filed at the time he was employed by the United States Public Health Service 
together with a photostatie copy of application form 57 which has been brought 
up to date. For your confidential information, Mr. Riley was suspended from 
active duty in the Public Health Service under the provisions of Executive 
Order 10450 effective at the close of business October 22, 1953. If I can be of 
any further help, please let me know 

NELSON A. ROCKEFELLER 


' Retained in committee files 
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[ just want to point out, Mr. Chairman, that his date of suspension 
on October 22 was 10 days after the original letter from this commit- 
tee dated October 12 inquiring about Mr. Riley’s records. 

Mr. Vevpe. May I say that the gentleman certainly should be com 
mended for his prompt response to the problem that is involved in 
the Government employment. 

Mr. Movuuprer. I have one question, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Williams, 
from your investigation and examination of the records do you know 
whether or not Mr. Riley was ever employed by any Government 
igency other than the United States Public Health Service? 

Mr. Witurams. Yes, sir; I think his first employment was with 
inother agency. 

Mr. Mou.per. What agency was that ? 

Mr. Wititams. I believe it was the United States Army Engineers 
Nn Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. Movurtprer. Do you have information as to how long he was 
employed by the United States Army Engineers, and then when did 
he transfer to the United States Public Health Service? 

Mr. Witniams. Well, his first employment with a Government 
agency was in November of 1942. In August 1943 he went to Wash 

noeton, 2: oe 

Mr. Mouiper. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Do you have any further questions / 

Mr. Kunzic. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. The witness is excused. Call your next witness, please. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, the next witness is Vernon Todd 
Riley, but before I call him, I would like to state, sir, that I have dis 
cussed the matter of the television with Mr. Riley. I have explained 
to him and given him a copy of the rules of procedure of this com 
mittee of the House of Representatives and explained to him that 
inder rule 13 (b) which reads as follows: 

Upon the request of a witness that no telecast be made of him during the 
course of his testimony, the chairman shall direct that television cameras refrain 
from photographing the witness during the taking of his testimony. 

Mr. Riley has respectfully requested, sir, that under rule 13 (b) that 
that rule 20 into effect and that the television cameras refrain from 
photographing him, and I now make that request to you at this 
time, sir. 

Mr. Veiner. As I understand our rules in that respect, the witness 
has the absolute right not to be telecast himself, but the television cam- 
eras, in the interest of giving information to the public may continue 
to operate. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Vernon Todd Riley, would you please step for 
ward, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Riley. In the testi 
mony you are about to alive before this subcommittee do you solemnly 
swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help me God ? 

Mr. Rinry. Yes, su 


TESTIMONY OF VERNON TODD RILEY 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you kindly state your full name for the record, 
please, sir? 


Mr. Ritry. Vernon Todd Riley. 
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Mr. Kunzic. And Riley is spelled 

Mr. Ritey. Riley 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you born ? 

Mr. Ritey. I was born in Idaho Falls, Idaho, 1914. 
Mr. Kunzic. Your present address is what 

Mr. Ritry. Route 2, Rockville, Md. 


Mr. Kunzia. Could you give the committee a brief résumé of you 
educational background ? 

Mr. Rinry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Verpe. May I ask that the press photographers take their pic 
tures and then please desist so that we have a clear picture of the infor 
mation. Proceed. 

Mr. Rinry. My elementary education took place in a rather wide 
variety of grade schools on the west coast. My father was a civil engi 
neer, did a wood deal of traveling, and I went to school in Idaho Falls. 
Phoenix, and Portland, Oreg., where I graduated from grade school. 
I started high school in Spokane, Wash., in 1928, graduated in 1935, 
I believe it was. I then went to the junior college, Spokane Junior 
College, ah ‘re I worked my way through 2 years, at which point I 
spent a year ina laboratory as an assistant bacteriologist and then went 
to the University of W ashington where | hoped to complete my scien 
tific education in biochemistry. Soon after going to the University of 
Washington I was married, and our family started coming along. I 
was forced to leave school, although I continued working and attend 
ing part-time classes, though I never received any degree at the Uni 
versity of Washington or elsewhere, although I subsequently took 
night courses at George Washington University in Washington, D. C.. 
although I have never received any advanced degree. 

Mr. Kunzic. Thank you, Mr. Riley. Could you now give the com 
mittee a brief résumé of your employment background, the mai 
points ? 

Mr. Ritey. Yes, sir. 

After graduating from the junior college, it was impossible to con 
tinue on at the university immediately, and so I had an opportunity 
of working for a year in a clinical laboratory in Spokane, Wash., 
which was my home, in order to learn some of the procedures and 
techniques of clinical and_ bacteriological laboratory procedure. 
There was no remuneration to this job, but it did give me a year’s ex 
perience in a laboratory. From that point I went to the University 
of Washington where I worked at various odd jobs in a service station 
hamburger shop, in the Commons, washing dishes, a variety of jobs 
which enabled me to stay near the campus where I could attend oc 
casionally classes. 

I did have one research appointment which—in which I studied 
fermentation in biochemistry on the University of Washington 
campus. 

At about this point my father invited me to come back to Spokane 
and join him in a building project with the general thought that work 
ing a couple of years on that I would be able to return to school on a 
full-time basis. He unfortunately died of coronary soon after we 
started, and I was unable to carry on the building enterprise which 
he had started, so I took a job in defense industry, first as a carpenter, 
and then I obtained a job as a draftsman with the United States Army 
Engineers, which I think I had 7 or 8 months, but I was 
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Mr. Movunprr. Can you give us the date of that employment, ap 
proximate date 4 

Mr. Riney. Yes, si It was approximately the date Mr. Williams 
gave you from Novembe) s that 19414 

Mr. Kunzia. 1942. 

Mr. Riney. 1942, and rather than continun . on to the period he 
indicated whe! I went to the United States shee lie Health Service, | 
had act tally resigned fron that iob 1! the arly spring of 1943. | 
be | eve it W iT ibout the Ist day ot May. 

I had decided that I must get back into a laboratory at any cost, 
‘ted my formal university training, so I 
ipphi data? imbe ort cereal plants und hospitals in the general area, 
b it because | did not have a degree, | was nol eligible for any of them. 
I did attemp to get in the Medical Corps of the Army at this time, 
but for t ie ae eason I Was ineligible, SO | decided LO employ the 
cood old- fas hion ed Americal method ot don vy something about it, 
so I hitechhiked to the east coast, thinking that with the large indus 


tries and the laboratories on t! enst const that IT would be able to find 
P t of se e KING oratory whe I could pen haps learn by ex 
perience and get back into the field of my original choice and interest. 
It was at this point that I resig} ed from the Army Engineers and 
hitehhiked to the east coast 


One of my first destinations had been Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, but in stop) ne il Washi 


eton, thumbing through a phone 
book. I noticed the Natio il Cancer Institute and decided to go out to 
Bethesda to see what might be available. 


i= pphi ed for a job, I was introduced to some of the members of 
the staff, told them my background, my ambitions, and at the moment, 


il that { me, there Was a Ce ng on personnel hecause of the war. but 
I was oliven 1. goreatl deal of en ouragement that i ossible opening 
© > ? ] 1 i . 
might oceur, so I went from there to a number of pharmaceutical 
houses. other place nd had one or two job offers, at which point 
I re lized that there wo ld he laboratory work available some place 


n the East. 30 | ret irned to Spokane, also by the thumb, hitehhi king. 
I disposed of my property and packed up my family and my belong 
and returned East, driving out, and we 15 He in Washing- 
tol l nquired at the Cancer Institute, and they had been holding 
L job open for me. One of the technicians had become pregnant and 
ad joined her husband in California, which left an opening avail- 
able under the ceiling. I started out in this job right at the bottom 
vith my feet in front of the sink washing glassware, and that was 
inning of my en ployment in the United States Public Health 
Sery ein the Natior a] Cancer lh stitute. 

Mr. Vetpr. May I interrupt, Mr. Riley. I am sure all the mem 
hers of the committee realize the important work that you have done 
the line of cancer research. Can you tell us just what your par- 
ticular job was more specifically ? 

Mr. Rinry. Yes. sir. I started out as ;: . laboratory technician. I 
vas intrigued. I was, ] suppose, pas inane levoted to the labora 
tory concept and science, and particularly the pee lem of cancer, and 
so I worked long hours, 14 or 16 hours a day, Saturday and Sunday. 
In addition to my regular duties, I int erested myself i in learning and 
da a a little pre ‘limin: ary amateur exploration and investigation, and 


I stumbled on to one or two techniques which interested my superiors. 
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On the basis of this 1 was promoted and permitted to pursue one 
of these discoveries on a full-time basis, on the assunption that it 
might deve lop into something of lnportance to cancer research. 

‘Lhis happened to be a chromatographic method for separating 

ruses from tumors such as oceur in chickens and certain forms of 
al mal LUIMNOTS, 

Liils had never veeh ac omplished before, and it excited some intel 
est in the scientilic world, particularly in the cancer field. 

As a consequence Of this and its successful development and pub 
lication of papers, J gradually advanced step by step ubtil on 
October 22 of 19538 1 was an independent investigator, GS-11 level. 
Ll think I was respected by lily colleagues, and I was treated as an 
eq ial. [ was permitted to deliver scientific papers at conventions. 
L had \ this time a total of approximately zU publications to my 
credit and had something of a name for myself in the field of cancer 
research. 

Mr. Veiner. Certainly you are to be commended in this. I suppose 
Vou Ve itlize that that isn’t in the field of our duties as far as our com 
mittee concerned, but I think it is very interesting to learn just 
exactly what you did contribute to the great cause which the cance 
research people are Investigating. 

Will vou proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. I want to make one thing clear for the record. You 


ire hota physician, 1s that right ¢ 

Mr. Riney. That is true. 

Mr. Kunzic. Not a medical physician ¢ 

Mr. Riney. That is correct. I am classified by the civil service peo 
pleas a biolog t, among other thing 


Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Riley, the committee is in possession of 
Information concerning a Communist Party VTOUDp which existed 
in the Wa hineton State area, Spokane, Seattle. Washington state, 
n the period in which you were living there. 

We feel that you can 21ve us 

Mr. Verpr. Just a minute, please. You have requested that you 
not be telecast, is that right ? 

Mr. Rinry. That is correct. 

Mr. \ ELDF. Are the lights objectionable to you ( 

Mr. Ritry. No, sir. 

Mr. Vener. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. We feel, Mr. Riley, that you can give us information 
‘concerning that group and its activities. We know, and you know, 
that in previous loyalty hearings you have denied any Communist 
activities on behalf of this group. Today before a committee of the 
Congress of the United States we wish to question you concerning 
this group and hope that you will give us full answers concerning 
its activities 11 the Washington State area. 

Let me ask you first. have you ever been. to your knowledge, a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rizey. I was a member of this parlor pink discussion group 
back in 1942, approximately, which certainly had communistic over 
tones to it, and there is present at least one person who was an ac 
knowledged Communist. The group primarily was composed of 
young people of college age, and it was, to all intents and purposes, 
essentially a discussion group, although there was a great deal of 
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interest in communism, in Russia, and in retrospect it may very well 
have been an arm of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Let me make that clear. You feel in testifying here 
today that in restrospect this group in Washington State this group 
may very well have been an arm of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Ritey. Some variety ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Mourprer. How old were you at that time / 

Mr. Ritey. I was, I would say, 26 or 27, and I had just broken off 
my college effort at the University of Washington and had returned 
to Spokane. Most of the people in this group were about my same 
age, I would say between 25 and 30. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said at least one person in the group, you feel 
now, was a member of the Communist Party. Who was that person, 
and will you describe this person to the committee ? 

Mr. Rirey. This person’s name was Barbara Hartle. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. How do you spell that ? 

Mr. Rirey. I think it is H-a-r-t-l-e. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Is that the same Barbara Hartle who was just con 
victed under the Smith Act on the west coast ? 

Mr. Rizey. I don’t happen to know any of the details about that. 

Mr WM nziG. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that that is correct. Would 
you continue, please. 

Mr. Scuerer. Pardon just a minute. Has our investigation dis- 
closed that it is the same Barbara Hartle who was convicted under 
the Smith Act ? 

Mr. Kunzic. That is correct, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Ruzry. Mrs. Hartle was a somewhat older woman than the rest 
of us. I would imagine she was, perhaps, around 40 or 45. 

I met her on the first occasion when my wife and I were invited to 
attend this discussion group. 

As a matter of fact, | believe the invitation came through an art 
class that my wife and my daughter were attending in Spokane. The 
first occasion was pure 'y a social affair, a party, with a great deal of 
stimulating conversation. This Mrs. Hartle had apparently originated 
this discussion group, iad we were invited—I don’t know whether it 
was through her or through one of the art teachers at the art center 
to attend one of these discussion sections, which we did. They were 
very stimulating. At the time I was quite dissatisfied with my per 
sonal state, as far as a job and being out of school and so forth, this 
was an emotional and intellectual outlet. 

The young people were very enthusiastic, and the conversation by 
and large was very stimulating. We found this first discussion session 
quite enlightening, and this group then met perhaps every month for 
the following approximately a year. We attended a substantial por 
tion of these discussion sessions, some of them being held at our home: 
some of them at the homes of other members of the discussion group. 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Riley, may I say that this has been a common 
technique of the Communist Party of the Soviet Government to in- 
filtrate the thinking, Soviet Communist Party ideologies, and I do 
hope that you will go completely into what was studied, what was 
talked about, so that this committee might have the information that 
is so very vital to the defense of our national security. 
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Mr. Rirey. I agree with you, Mr. Chairman, and I think that this 
particular group was an ingenious opportunity for Communist phi 
losophy and thinking to be disseminated among impressionable and 
idealistic young peop le. As Tsay, the group of young people that at 
tended this were kids who had had some college, who had a church and 
religious background, who had ideals, who had 1 h S Instinctive feeling 
of the brotherhood of man that had been taucht to them " your 
schools, in our churches, and they were right for the propaganda that 
was rampant at this time, particularly — the Chenaeeni ts being abl 
to take advantage of the fact that Soviet Russia was now our ally, and 
it was national policy to support this re - uf onship of an alliance with 
Russia. I think this was quite understandable and that this would 
have happened irrespective of what political party had been in power. 
] mean, it seemed that at the time I rece ved the ar achicw) on, without 
knowing too much about the intricacies behind this thinking, that our 
very survival was based upon continuing friendship and good relations 
with Russia and a prevention of them abandoning the allied cause and 
joining forces with Hitler, al nd I remember the proclamations of the 
Governor of the State of Washington, a Re publ can, Governor Lang 
ley, who actually had an aid to Russia Day.” 

1 remember that one of the main indiv iduals, Thomas Lamont, had 
written an editorial in the New York Times which said that the war 
time alhance with Soviet R ISS1A transcended all concepts of religior 
d politic 

Vir. Kuwnzia. Let me ask a few que tions right here. 

Mr. Vevpr. Just a moment, Mr. Counsel. Do you agree with 1 
that there have be ha lot of great Americans of both po itical faiths 
that have been used by the Communist Party to further their cause 


one Way oO nother ? 
Mr. Ritry. Yes, sir. I think a great many loyal and intelligent 
\ ricans, particularly during this wartime period when there \ 
irge ot hope that perhaps this mystel ous controversial cou or) 


really gon o to join the family of nations in a democratic and 

endly fashion—I think there was a great deal of hope that this 

nuild oc ir, and I think the fact that it has demonstrated for all 
to see the treacherous and unreliable nature of world communism. 

Mr. Vewp1 Che information that we have in our committee files 
our reports, bears your statement out very definitely. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Riley, vou stated earlier that this group you feel 
now was in one form or another in arm of the Commm 1 { Party. 
Isn’t it true that you very definitely were one of the leaders of this 
oroup ¢ 

Mr. Riury. A leader only in the sense of leading discussions on 
2 or 3 occasions and in perhaps being quite enthusiastic and doing a 
good deal of ts alking. 

Mr. Ki xzic. In favor of the Communist ideology ? 

Mr. RIney. No, sIr: not in oo of the ¢ ommunist ideology: 
favor with the wartime alliance with Russia, in favor of. cet 9 
with Russia under the circumstances. I did have an active built-in 
curiosity about all things, and I was willing to objectively scrutinize 
and examine what the Communists had to offe philosophic ally, eco 
nomically, and otherwise, and we kicked eae things around with 


16671—54—pt. 1——3 
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utter abandon, and I am sure that some of us went temporarily 
overboard. 
Mr. Kunzic. Do you think you went temporarily overboard ? 

Mr. Riney. At the time I don’t think so. In retrospect, I think we 
al vent overboara. 

Mr. Kunzic. How would you say you went overboard ¢ In what 

vy‘ Describe it to the committee, please. 

Mr. Ritey. Well, we were all in the process of growing up, emo 
tionally, politically, intellectually. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were 267 

Mr. Rirey. Yes. Some of us mature later than others, I am sorry 
to report. 


i think that we, along with a great many others, swallowed a lot 


of the propaganda, pro-Communist propaganda, both foreign and 
domest 
' 17] ; la? —— | lid lool 
Vil \ ELDE. Who was espo Die! I mean, to Whom Gla Vou Look 
; e you vice in this situation that you found yourself ¢ 


le 
Mr. Riney. It would be extremely difficult to assign the responsi 


Mr. \ ELD] I realize t Se 
Mr. Ruiner. I suppose really the responsibility was ours, although 
n a sense it was a responsibility, perhaps, of the entire world, perhaps 
» time, but I am sure that if the situa 


tion were to be repeate R that it would, by necessity, have to be the 


-own national policy at the 


The tragedy of it has been that it did not turn out as men of good 


irtime allies our hopes that democracy 
‘ter and the United Nations would solve the prob 
le f the we rl lobvic usly nas not come to pass. 

Where you can est responsibility, Mr. Chairman, I really do 
not know. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman, may [ask a question ¢ 

Mr. Vexpr. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Mourper. You say you were solicited by a Mrs. Hartle? 

Mr. Rinry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mounper. To parti pate in these discussions ? 

Mr. Rinry. That is correct. 


Mi Mi ULDER. Cal you give us some |] lore informati n as to how 


-” 


Mr. Ritey. It was quite indirect. The invitation came to me from 
y wife. The invitation to my wife came from her art instructor, and 
[ assume that the invitation to the art instructor came from Mrs. 
Hartle or one of her friend 
[r. Mouxper. Todo what? 
Ir. Ru EY. ir rst of all.to attend a social occasion. 
Mr. Moutprer. Where was that ? 


Mr. Rirry. The social occasion was at somebody’s home in Spokane, 
on the north side of town, the exact location of which I don’t recall. 
It was a typical party. There was dancing, music, singing, with a 
great deal of disc on in little knots, discussion of the war, philo- 


SO} cal discussion. QOn this first occasion I don’t think there was any 
7 7 } ° 7 . . . 
particular political discussion beyond the problems of our war situa 
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Mr. Movutprer. And approximately how many people attended that 
meeting or social occasion ¢ 
Mr. Riney. I would say perhaps 20 or 30. 

Mr. Moutper. Wa ‘Mrs. LI; irtle there at that time / 

Mr. Ru EY. I believe sne Was, yes, Sir. 

Mr. Moutprer. Was that the first time you met her? 

Mr. Riney. Yes. 

Mr. Moutper. Then thereafter at what point or pli ice did you — 
to hold the discussions that you have mentioned in your testimony 

Mr. Rinry. The next occasion, as I recall, was a regul: ir discussion 
group held ata private home, and I belie ‘ve the pe rson’s name was Paul 
Scott. This was an evening session, we discussed proble “ms of the war. 
The exact nature of this escapes me. This must have been fully 12 
years avo. 

Mr. Mounprer. Yes, of course. Did you always meet at the same 
place or were the meetings held at different locations / 

Mr. Ritry. No, sir, they were held at various places, but always in 
private homes of some member of this discussion group. 

Mr. Mot LEDR. Llow did you recelve notice of such a meeting, the 
intentions of holding such a meeting ¢ 

Mr. Ritey. As I recall, it was primarily by telephone, although at 
times penny postcards were sent out. 

Mr. Mot LDER. Did someone act as a chairman or official leader of 
the grou 4 

Mr. Ritey. Well, during the early stages of it I think Mrs. Hartle 
handled most of this. 

Mr. Moutper. She would notify all of those who attended the meet- 
Ings of the time and place such a meeti na was to be held ? 

Mr. Rintey. Yes, sir. 

Mir. Mounper. On any of those occasions do you recall ever having 
heard a speaker from any other place or city or representing any other 
organization to appea r be fore that group to spea ik to them ? 

Mr. Rinry. No, a I think that it was just among ourselves. Now, 
from time to time Mrs. Hartle did bring in people. It seems to me 
on one occasion she brought in somebody from the Minneapolis area 
over in Idaho. As I recall, they were union people. Their names I 
forget if I ever knew them. 

Mr. Movutper. At any of the meetings do you recall any Communist 
Party literature being distributed among those who were attending 
the meetings ¢ That 1S, from the othe ial Communist Party headquar 
ters or any place where they sent out such literature ? 

Mr. Riney. No, sir: there was no official literature as such, although 
there were pamphlets. I remember one in partic ular — at the time 
I did not consider communistic literature, but in retrospect it undoubt 
edly was Communist propaganda. It was something about Soviet 
power written by the Ard bishop of Canterbury. Somebody reviewed 
this publication, and it was distributed, and as a matter of fact, this 
group even sent it out to some of the ministers in town. 

Mr. Movunper. Did any of the literature bear the imprint of hav- 
ing been published by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ritry. Not overtly. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you yield? 

Mr. Movutper. May I proceed. Do you recall ever having paid any 
nembership dues to anyone at any of those meetings, or did you pay 
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any dues as a member of the organization referred to in your testi 
mony which you have designated as possibly pinkish ¢ 

Mr. Riney. Yes, sir; we did pay in money. Ostensibly this was 

» of phonograph records and of a record player which 

rht. Part of these occasions were purely social at which there 

a good deal of singing, folk songs and that type of thing. We 

did as a group purchase this record player and records, and we anteed 

Into the kitty Tor retreshments and that sort of thing. some money 

eculal bas s, but to the best of my knowledge not 

the form of dues as such. llowever, I can’t be sure that some of 

s not employed for that purpose. 


Mr. Movnper. You say this or 


vanization consisted of a total mem 
bership of about how many people? 
\I > Rint r. Well, So tuated. | wou d sav it varied from 6 ord 
maybe to 1s or 20, perhaps not more than that. — 
\Ir. \IOULDER. Do you remember their names ? 
Mr. Rinry. I remember some of them. I have already given some 
of then tothe oyalty boards 
Mir. MouLper. You are going into that, are you ? 
Mr. Ini } 
Mr. Scurmrer. Mr. Chairmaz 
Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Si 
Mr. Sct Mr. M e} d you about t Communist Party 
in [; Mia. Rilke | large quantities of this 
( munist Party | vour hon 
Mr. Ru No 
Mr. Scuerer. It t 2 
Mr. Rinry. No, sir, it not. 
NI Sc rer. You spoke of the reco . They were Russian re 
oO! were thev not é 
Mr. Ritey. As I recall, these were albums of folk music. One of 
Mr. Scurrer. Wasn’t it Russian folk music ? 
Mr. Riney. There’ ome Russian folk music among them. Ther: 
recol | Meadowland, and there may have been other 
It si to me if United Nati type of mus Some of it, I 
, of the { \ustralian marching song, Waltzing 
Matilda, the \] unac playel recorded some of it. 
Mr. Kuwzice. | st going to mention them. I am glad you 
D olit npn the Ah ss Oo ‘| ey Wwe group of peopl > who 
\ ( these meeting's, 18 that correct 4 
Mir. Riney. O nonlyt I attended 
\ Kunzic. Do Wor Gut G-u-t-h-r-1-e ? 
\ R Y I 1 one ¢ \ It was a se Li ¢ ening 
Ve rt 
~ Mr. Kunzia. At on em rsf 


Mr. Rinry. A meeting the sense that it constituted part of this 

me group. 

Mr. Kunzic. Woody Guthrie, did you know him to be a member 
of the Comm t Party? 


Mr. Riney. No, sir. 
Mr. Kuwnzia. Mr. Chairman. there has been now public testimony 
by Harvey Matusow before this committee to the effect that Woody 
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(ruthrie isa songwriter a | met iber of the A] ic Smee ai a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Vetpre. Isn’t it true. Mr. Counsel. that we ve had considet 
able evidences concerning the Almanac S neel nd that thev are a 
(Commun Sf croup / 

Mr. Kuwnzic. That is correct, Mr. Chairma 

Mr. Vetpr. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mentioned about this group being an arm of tl] 


party. You were asked, Mr. Riley, in your loyalty hearing—and let 
the record state that you have frankly and honestly and forthrightly 
given us copies of your loyalty hearing records: you furnished them 
yourself and asked that we read them and study them, and that we 
have very definitely done—in this record, Mr. Riley, you were asked : 

Unfortunately you don’t answer my question, Mr. Riley Was this discussion 
sroup in anyway affiliated with the Communist Party? 

You answered: 

I think not 


The quest ion was: 


This is something you should know. I would like to have a yes or no answer 
on that question. 


Your answer was: 
I would say no 


You said nothing at that time about the group being an arm of 
the Communist Party or anything. Is this a change of heart or fur- 
ther foresight on your part or hindsight, or could you explain that to 
the committee ? 

Mr. Rirey. Well, I have learned a good deal about this group in 
the course of the lovalty investigations, and certainly in retrospect 
there is a great deal of evidence to indicate that it certainly had a 
communistic attachment of some sort. At the time I was participat 
ing in it I did not believe this, even though there was an acknowl 
edged Communist present. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. T have here a copy of your application for Federal 
employ ment. There are two Form 57s as they are known. One was 
in 1943, and one was in 1953. The first is marked “Riley Exhibit 
No. 1” for identification; the second is “Riley Exhibit No. 2,” for 
identification. 

I hand you your first application, a photo tatic copy of it, dated 
August 2, 1943, and under question No. 17 it says: 

Do you advocate or have you ever advocated or have you ever been a member 
of any organization that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States by force and violence? 

You answered just a plain “No.” 

Under the next part it says, “If so, give details under item 45,” and 
under item 45 you just left it blank. 

I hand vou this “Rilev Exhibit No. 1” for identification and ask you 


+ + +} +4 ] . +] f a 
if Vou cal eXYNIAN To ~eCoOMmM ee \ 1\ vou answered in that bel on 


that question when you filled out your application for Federal em 
ployment ? 

Mr. Rey. Because | felt positively, and I know in mv mind and 
in mv heart that I was never a member of the Communist Party. I 
come from a breed of Scotch and Irish that do not take kindly to 


regimentation and indoctrination and subversion such as we associate 











OM 3S IN Y ( AGO AREA 
\ | , vi o, to tell tl commit 
‘ I ? D [ participated i 
f nN). sint egvard I ever signed 
| 1 member of the 
P 
r. 4 4] , 0 nv othe r group th 
rm o Communist Party or the Communist Party 
! natty ) t tora rief period of my life over a de ide 
u Co u Party membership I have no objection to 
rp il n es pt for th ni u of h implieation. 
oint Renre Mo n M. Moulder left the hearing 
\ J Mr. Riley, I want to say now to disabuse 
| of ) l y } t | - ! it tec finds 
é mbher o (Commu Party or any othe 
: t 7 We do ve that function to 
| | 1938, The purpose \ 
) T ) Vities, report to the 


ura 1 ns 
( P 1. W ou k you for 
ul } { fact t] v"¢ tre willine to cive 
SCHEREI May I ques n¢ 
VELDI Mihi ws 
Sciprer. Did. writ ny ol etter telling them that 
terested in joining the Communist Party that you would 
to see them? D ou ever write su a letter ? 
Riney. Ne r, 1 did not. Iam aware of the fact that a house- 
rol one occasion has made the claim that I 


Ru £6) 3 1 physical impo sibil ty, I had never been to 
( D. C., I never knew anyone there, let alone any 
S N b3 ! tion this housekeeper what was her 
Rinry. Ila McGee, and I understand her married name is now 
Scuerer. You never suggested to her at any time that she join 


er your activities in the 


unist Party? 


Rinry. She was present in our home on several occasions when 


yn group met, and there was a good deal of discussion of 
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Russia in regard to the war effort and possibility even of philosophical 
communism. She was Irish, and i was Irish—we used to kid her a 
lot oehe ul loubtedly could have rotten the mpress on that we were 


a bunch of Communists because of the very free and forthright way 
in which we spoke, but I never asked her to join the Communist Party 
or anything closely related. 

Mr. Scurrer. Didn't the discussions go so far that on one occasion 
at least, you said that if she would joOlIn the party, that when the 


revolution Ca 


ti 


me because of your influence you would see that she 
LK¢ are of 4 Did you ever make a tatement like that ? 

Mr. Riney. No, sir, I never did. I understand that this statement 
ated in her mind in the last few years after reading the Cham 
bers book. She started thinking back about these discussion groups 
and this talk of Russia and the Russian folk music, and I am sure sl 
macni ied these th noes out of all proportion n her mind 

Mr. Scuerer. You just did say that from your discussions in the 
home you felt that she would have reason: : 


you put 1t, that you were a bunch of ¢ ‘ommunists 4 


Mr. Riney. I think to a naive individual who had never been to 
school, had never attended a college bull session that that might very 
well Live been a conclusion, especially in thinking about it vea ; later 
within the framework of the times at the moment. 

Mr. Screrer. But you feel that from what happened in the home 
that a person of her education and background could conscientiously 
come to the conelusion, as you put it, that you were a bunch of 


Communists? 


Mr. Rinry. Yes, r, I think that would be a fair assumption. For 
example, if J may just add one comment, I think we used to kiddinely 
say something like, “Ila, come the revolution we will all be house 
keepers or maids,” something of that sort. We used to kid her a good 
deal 

Mr. Scurrer. Those words were used then ? 

Mr. Ritey. Ina facetiou \ 

Mr. Scu | i facet 

Mr. Ritry. Yes, sia 

M S IER She \ ot } ive und rst¢ | them to } sed n 
that vy. is that what vou mean ? 

Mr. Ritey. | he did at th b leas ath 
behind t bul rosp he 1 have put other inter} itio 


record that a great deal of 1 earl test hy vour variou 
hearing is given to the committ DY you If, and since you had 
Ope oF i « VO oft cours i Og oT thie fact that tl 
] valty hea nes one oj the ail t] OS, »TO Speak, aga t yo a 
} terial which came fro rol ints of the Federal Bureau of hh 
vestigation: is that right ? 

Mr. Rinry. Yes, su 

Mr. Kunzt Yo ea ive of the fact, a i you { nt 








Mr. Kunzic. I want to hand you a copy of an exhibit we had a 

l ro, Riley Ex N 2a dentifi ition. which is vour 1953 
form for application for Federal employment which you refilled out 
it I C time, a year later, At that time when asked 1f you are now 
lave bes i member of the Communist Party, you said “no,” 

{ hether y ur’ oO or ever have been a member of any organi- 
itlLoO Ing to overthrow t! Government, etcetera, you said “no.” 
Dow on the space for « etailed answers where it specific ally tells 


you to answer in detailed form, that is left completely blank. 
I I ! | you this and ask you why, in possession of the knowledge 
that you are giving to us today about this group which you say you 
presume was an arm of the Communist Party, you didn’t feel fit to 
mention this on your form 57? 
Mr. Riney. Yes, sir. I felt fully fit to mention it exactly as I am 
tel] 


ng it to you today. Asa matter of fact, I filled out an attachment 
pelling out the details ot this discussion group to the best of my 


ability, and I consulted my attorney in Washington on this, and he 
said by no means to include anything like that. “You were not a 
member of the Communist Party, and the answer js ‘no’ period.” 
On his advice I did not include the attachment No. 5, but I have it in 
my possession, and I would be glad to turn it over to you. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mean before you filled out this application for 
employment with the United States Government, you consulted a 
lawyer ? 

Mr. Rruery. No. sir. After I filled it out. I had an attachment. and 
I took it to him and showed it to him, and he said, “By no means 
nelude any of that.” and so I refilled it out again and handed it in 
as 1s | ere. , 

Mr. Scuerer. There was some question in your mind as to how 
that question should be answered, so you consulted a lawyer about it : 

that right ? 

Mr Ru EY. Yes. t] ere Was, and when I filled it out on the first occa- 
sion, I put an asterisk in this spot, with an attachment. I told about 
; h this discussion group. I was then advised not 
to do that. and I didn’t. 

Mr. Scuerer. But that particular form was never filed with the 
Civil ht ? 

Mr. Rrury. No, sir, it was not. 

Mr. Scurrer. You destroyed that form ? 

Mr. Riney. No. sir, I think TI still possess it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Youstill have it? 

Mr. Rruey. And I would be glad to turn it over to this committee. 

Mr. Scuerrer. It was never filed. After consultation with counsel, 
you prepare dan entirely nev application ? 

Mr. Rinrxy. That is correct. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, sir, I would like to offer at this time 
Riley Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2 into evidence. 

Mr. Scrrerer. They may be so received. 

| Aneust 2, 1943, marked “Riley Exhibit No. 1,” for 
ation, and Form 57 dated 1953, marked “Riley Exhibit No. 2” 
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Mr. Kunzia. I have a document marked “Riley Exhibit No. 3,” Mr. 
Riley, which I believe you have seen in one form before. This is a 
photost: itic copy of a transfer card, a Communist Party transfer card, 
which is used when someone moves from one part of the country, from 
one Communist group, to another. This photostat has the name 
“Vernon Riley” on it and is a transfer of this Vernon Riley from the 
professional branch, section 7, county of Spokane, city of Spokane, 
State of Washington, to Rockville, Md., which is the pl: ice I believe 
you, yourself, said you moved to. 

I pass this Riley Exhibit No. 3 for identification to you and ask you 
if it lies within your knowledge whether that is a Communist Party 
transfer card with relation to you? 

Mr. Ritey. No, sir, I do not. There is no mention of Communist 
Party on here whatsoever, just a transfer card. It says, “Transfer 
ring member retain this part.” My name is on here, but it is not my 
signature. I have never seen the original of this. I categorically 
Say that I never requested it, and I never received it. As to an expla 
nation of its existence, I have none other than perhaps maybe this 
is Mrs. Hartle or her counterpart’s method either of keeping track 
of people whom they consider likely prospects or conceivably might 
even have been synthesized by the confidential informant that gave 
some of the other information reg: irding this discussion group. 

Mr. Scurrer. May I see a copy of that, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mr. Riley, one of the other things on this transfer card, says “Dues 
paid to and including December 1943.” Can you explain that state 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Rinry. No,sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, did we not have evidence identifying 
this card asa Communist Party 

Mr. Kunzic. Iam coming to that. 

Mr. Screrer. Oh, you are coming tothat. Iam sorry. 

Mr. Kunzic. The card has a number on it, I wish the record to show, 
transfer No. 11904, Vernon Riley. 

At this time, Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask respectfully that 
the witness be asked to step aside and sit in one of the seats back there, 
and I wish to recall to the stand the committee investigator, Mr. Wil 
liams, just for a brief moment. 

Mr. Williams, would you please take the stand you have already 
been sworn, and you have identified yourself, and we shall continue 
your testimony. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE C. WILLIAMS—Resumed 


Mr. Kunzic. You have in your hand a copy of this alleged Com 
munist Party transfer card, is that correct ? 

Mr. WitutaMs. Yes, sir, I do. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you have occasion to get a further identification 
on this specific photostat of this specific card Y 

Mr. WitutaMs. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee the benefit of the infor 
mation which you received ? 

46671—54—pt. 1 4 
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Mr. Witu1ams. On March 9, 1954, I contacted Mrs. Markward, who 

a former Federal Bureau of Investigation informant. I displayed 
the ecard to Mrs. Markward, and Mrs. Markward gave me a signed, 
sworn statement, which I would like to read at this time, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. You say the statement is from whom ? 

Mr. Winutams. Mrs. Markward, who was an informant for the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation for 7 years. 

Mr. Scuerer. She has testified on a number of other occasions before 
congressional committees and also before the courts with reference to 
Conuunist Party activities during the time that she was an under- 
cover agent for the FBI, has she not ? 

Mr. Wintttams. Yes, sir, that is correct. 

(The statement reads as follows:) 

SILVER Sprina, Mp., March 9, 1954. 

I, Mrs. Mary Markward, make the following statement to Mr. George C. Wil- 
liams, who has identified himself to me as an investigator for the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities. I make the statement of my own free will. 
I was a member of the Communist Party from May 1943 through the year 1949. 
During this period I held numerous offices in the Communist Party. One of 
these positions was membership director and treasurer for the District of 
Columbia. In this capacity my duties brought me in contact with the handling 
of Communist Party transfers of members from other cities and the filling out 
of Communist transfer cards. I have studied the transfer card which has been 
displayed to me by Mr. Williams which was made out in the name of Vernon 
Riley and for the sake of identity have initialed the card on the back. I am not 
personally acquainted with Vernon Riley, but based on my experience in the 
Communist Party, I know this to be an official transfer card of the Communist 
Party. Also based on my experience in the Communist Party I have never 
known nor heard of anyone being issued a Communist Party transfer card 
who was not a member in good standing of the Communist Party. 

That is signed by Mrs. Markward. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room at 
this point. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you have any further questions, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Vevpe. Just a moment, please. Do you have further questions ? 

Mr. Scurerer. Not at this point. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Moulder ? 

Mr. Mourper. I have no questions. 

Mr. Kunzic. No further questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. With that the witness is again excused, and the com- 
mittee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 2:20 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 2:40 p. m.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 2: 45 p. m. ) 

Mr. Veupr. The committee will be in order. Proceed, Mr. 
Counsel. 


Mr. Kuwnzia. Mr. Riley. 


TESTIMONY OF VERNON TODD RILEY—Resumed 


Mr. Riley, could you give the committee, please, searching your 
memory, the names of all the members whom you can remember who 
belonged to this group that we have been referring to tod: ay ? 

Mr. Mouuper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Movutper. I believe in fairness to the witness—of course be- 
fore he was recalled, Mr. Williams read a statement into the record 
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made by Mary Staleup Markward concerning this transfer card that 
you examined a few moments ago. I would like to ask you just one 
‘ two questions concerning that. First, probably, in all fairness, 
we should say this is in the nature of a hearsay statement from a 
woman who has made a statement in the presence, of course, of our 
investigator in whom I have complete faith and confidence. 

She identified this card as being the transfer card, photostatic copy 
of which has been presented to you. I am impressed by your testi- 
mony and the straightforward manner in which you have given all 
explanations to every question that has been propounded to you. 
There is one thing, one point, that puzzles me—you state you have no 
ne about the card or transfer or anything in connection with 

, but how would they know that you were moving to Rockville, Md. ? 
C an you give us any explanation on that ? 

Mr. Riney. A possible explanation. Several of the people in that 
group knew about our migration to the east coast. One in particular, 
Mrs. [Genevieve] Eddings who had gone to school with my wife. She 
had corresponded with her after we arrived in Rockville, and the date 
on this card apparently is several months after we had arrived on the 
east coast. In other words, it would have been impossible to have 
had a transfer card at the time that this date is on here because we 
were already in Rockville, Md. 

Mr. Mounper. And had been there how long? 

Mr. Rirey. I believe we had been there about 6 months. As I re- 
call—can you give me the date, sir?’ December something. 

Mr. Kunzic. We will get it for you in just a minute. 

Mr. Scuerer. December 1943. 

Mr. Ritey. We arrived in Rockville the Ist day of August 1945 
and moved into this house at 906 Lewis almost immediately. This 
transfer card apparently originated on the part of somebody back in 
Spokane and 6 months after we had moved here. That presumably 
would require a request for a transfer to some other group. This 
never occurred. If the person that originated this card had done it 
on my authority or request, they should have, I should think, some 
written document to that effect. But I never made such a request; I 
never received the card. The only thing I have seen about it is this 
photostat, and of course I, myself, have provided this photostat or the 
original photostat to this committee for their scrutiny and examina- 
tion. 

Mr. Scuerer. Of course the FBI isn’t all-powerful. They may 
not have found your application. That is possible. 

Mr. Rirry. Yes. 

Mr. Moutper. You first identified a Communist Party card that 
was presented to you, a membership card, which has a signature on 
it, but you state that is not your signature, as I understand your testi- 
mony ? 

Mr. Rirey. Well, also I think it is not a Communist Party card. 
It is just a transfer stub. 

Mr. Moutper. I thought there was a card presented a few moments 
ago with a signature on it? 

Mr. Rirry. No, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is not a signature. 

Mr. Ritey. There is nosignature on it. 

Mr. Moutper. I thought you said it wasn’t your signature. 
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Mr. Rirey. That is true; it is not. Someone has printed my name 
upon that card, and you w ill note that it says “Transferring member is 
to retain this portion. 

Mr. Mouuper. The date that appeared on this transfer card is 
December 24, 1943. 

Mr. Riney. Yes, sir; that is about 12 months after we arrived in 
Maryland. 

Mr. Movunper. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, could you kindly give to the committee the names 


of all the members whose names you recall who belonged to this group 
with you ¢ 

Mr. Ritey. There is Mr. and Mrs. Eddings. Mrs. Eddings is the 
one I mentioned who had gone to school with my wife. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is Mr. Eddings’ first name ? 

Mr. Riney. Harold. 

Mr. Kunzia. How do you spell Eddings } 

Mr. Riney. E-d-d-i-n-g-s. 

Mr. Kunzic. His wife’s first name? 

Mr. Ritey. Genevieve. 

Mr. Kunzic. Genevieve Eddings? 

Mr. Riney. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you tell the committee everything you know 
about the Eddings and their me mbership in this group ? 

Mr. Ritry. I believe the first time I met them was when I returned 
to Spokane and from Seattle. Mrs. Eddings was a friend of my wife, 
having gone to school with her. They visited us at our home, and it 
was shortly after this that we were all invited to this discussion group. 
We bought a house in the neighborhood not far from where they 
lived and visited them socially from time to time. These were both 
very idealistic young people. She had been interested in social service. 
I think she was a social worker. Mr. Eddings had worked in 
Spokane — 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman, he just asked for the names, and I 
don’t think we should go into a complete history of these individuals. 

Mr. Vexpe. In the interests of saving time, maybe you could be 
a little more brief in your explanation. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think the question asked for the names of these 
individuals. 

Mr. Kunzic. You know, don’t you, from your loyalty hearings 
that at the loyalty hearings you recalled—it came out that the Eddings 
had been identified by Bureau informants as members of the Com- 
munist Party ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Rirey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know them to be members of the Communist 
Party at that time? 

Mr. Rirey. No, sir, I did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were they, as you described, to your knowledge just 
enthusiastic young people? 

Mr. Riney. They were at the time that I knew them. You see, I 
left Spokane and rather early. I believe that they continued on in 
this discussion group. The thing may have been perpetuated for sev- 
eral years after I left. What happened after February or March of 
1943 T have no personal knowledge of. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Who else besides Mr. and Mrs. Eddings were 
members ? 

Mr. Ritey. There was an art teacher by the name of Carp, which I 
think stands for Carpenter. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you remember any further name or identity, Miss 
or Mrs. Carp? 

Mr. Rirey. It was a Mr. Carpenter. He was an art instructor at, I 
think, the Inland Empire Art Center. There was another art in- 
structor by the name of Davis. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you know the first name of Mr. Davis or where 
he was an instructor ? 

Mr. Ritey. I think his name was John. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. John Davis? 

Mr. Rirey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did he have any identifying addresses or office ? 

Mr. Rirey. No, sir; he had a studio somewhere in Spokane at the 
time, and he worked at this PWA art center. He, very shortly after I 
met him, had joined the armed services, and I know he fought over- 
seas. Likewise that was also true of Mr. Eddings who was wounded 
in the battle of the bulge. 

There were several art students who came from time to time; a 
Jan Myers. 

Mr. Kunzia. How do you spell that, J-a-n? 

Mr. Rinry. J-a-n. I think it is M-y-e-r-s. 

Mr. Kunzia. Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mr. Riney. Miss. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Do you have any address or further identification of 
Miss Jan Myers? 

Mr. Ritry. No, sir; I have never kept track of these people or con 
tacted them in the past 10 or 12 years. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who else ? 

Mr. Rmey. Oh, yes. There was Mr. and Mrs. Halliday who were 
also friends of the Eddings and who lived in that general area. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know whether they were members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ritty. No, sir, I do not. It is my opinion that they were not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any others you can remember / 

Mr. Ritey. No, sir, not at the moment. There may have been other 
names that I have mentioned previously. 

Mr. Kunzic. You do know, don’t you, Mr. Riley, that in the loyalty 
hearings which have culminated in your recent dismissal, that 
charges were made that you were actually a member of the Com 
munist Party and also that you attended various and numerous meet 
ings of this group which was alleged to be a group of the Communist 
Party: that was in the charges, is that correct ? 

Mr. Ritey. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzia. I believe you do know also, do you not, that these 
charges and the information based behind them came to a large 
degree from informants of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
came out of the hearings, didn’t it ? 

Mr. Ritry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you have any reason to assume—we are interested 
here, of course, in getting at the truth—why informants of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation would bring in information about your 
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self and the activities of this group, alleged to be a Communist Party 
group, if it were not so. 

Mr. Riney. No, sir, I do not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you feel in anyway that you were duped in this 
situation ? 

Mr. Ritry. Yes, sir, I think that all of the youngsters that were 
nvolved in on group were duped in the sense that we were fed a 
bill of goods at a very propitious time. As a matter of fact, I think 
that is the essential vicious aspect of a discussion group of this sort, 
particularly during that period of time when the Communists had 
every opportunity to take advantage of fundamental patriotic feel- 

gs in supporting our Government program against the axis; it was 
certainly to the advantage, I see in retrospect, of the Communists to 
further the cause of our partic ipation in the war, but they were able 
to exploit, I think, good, honest, decent, patriotic feelings of people 
n this regard as well as exploiting and taking advantage of their 
instinct for the concept of human brotherhood and prosperity, peace. 

Mr. Movuwper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness, I think, has gone into that explanation 
very thoroughly in the beginning of the testimony. However, in order 
to correct the wrong impression that may appear from the record, as 
[ understand, the FBI has not and did not prefer charges against you 
of being a member of ~ Communist Party. As I understand the 
function of the FBI is that they do not prosecute or pre fer charges. 
They merely present. testimony they may have gathered in connection 
with the hearings that were being held in connection with this subject. 

Mr. Ritry. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Let me make myself clear, Mr. Moulder, if there is 
any confusion, ‘th: at the charges, of course, were actually preferred by 
the agence y of the Government under which Mr. Riley worked, but the 
information, as I said before, came from informants within the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Riley, while you were out there, and you said you worked at that 
time for a different part of the Federal Government, would you state 
again what that was? 

Mr. Ritey. I worked as a civilian for the United States Army 
engineers. 

Mr. Kuwzic. In that position, Mr. Riley, did you ever have any 
oceasion to handle classified information ? 


Mr. Riney. Not really. There were some buildings, wind tunnels, 


wr buildings which were intended to be used for repairing bombsights 
“a that sort of thing. They had certain safety devices, I think se- 
curity devices, in the construction of them, double doors and that type 
of thing, which might have been considered confidential, but certainly 
not anything secret whatsoever. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was it that you worked for the Army engi- 
neers? What period did that cover? 

Mr. Ritey. That was November 1942 to the spring of 1943, about 
May. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is about the time you left to go to Rock- 
ville, Md.? 

Mr. Rirey. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Then subsequent to that time you took up your posi- 
tion with the Government in the District of Columbia / 

Mr. Rizey. Actually there was an interval of 3 or 4 months there 
traveling back and forth. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Riley, on March 23 and 25 of 1949 before 
the Federal Security Agency Loyalty Board, when you were asked 
this question about classified information, you said: 

Well, I was a civil service employee working for the United States engineers 
at Galena. I was classified as principal draftsman. My duties were drafting, 
engineering, architectural and the writing of specifications for Army installa 
tions. A portion of this work, I think, is considered classified. Some of the 
drawings that I worked on, installed utilities for, were marked as secret or 
confidential. 

Are you changing that testimony today ¢ 

Mr. Ritry. No, sir. I think I just stated that some of the build- 
ings—that is raw, crude construction—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me interrupt. Is that testimony you gave before 
the Loyalty Review Board true ? 

Mr. Ritey. Yes, sir, except “secret” and “confidential” places an 
entirely erroneous concept on this. 

Mr. Scuerer. You used those words, though, did you not ? 

Mr. Ritey. I presume I did if they are there. 

Mr. Kunzic. May I goon, Mr. Chairman? You said, “Do you want 
me to go into details on this type of work?” And the person inter- 
rogating said “No.” The question went on to say, “In other words, was 
some of the material you were working on with the United States 
Army engineers classified as being secret work?” You answered “Yes, 
sir.” “Question, What is the type of work you were doing, plans and 
specifications, open to anybody ¢” You said “No.” 

“Were the plans guarded so to speak ?” 

“Obviously I think anything that is labeled confidential or secret 
would be guarded.” 

Mr. Scuerer. Certainly we didn’t gather that impression from the 
testimony you gave here just a few minutes ago, Mr. Riley—at least I 
didn’t. 

Mr. Ritey. Well, the only thing at this entire installation that was 
secret or confidential was the construction of one of the buildings in- 
tended to repair bombsights or something of the sort. The blueprint 
which described this building may have been labeled at the top “con- 
fidential.” I didn’t work actually on this building except in drawing 
up specifications for the plumbing or for the hardware or for the lum 
ber that went into it. I did have access to the drawings as a part of 
my duties, but I think that the implications that are being made here 
are quite improper and inaccurate. 

Mr. Scuerer. The implication is only drawn from the sworn testi- 
mony that you gave as just read to you by Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Ritry. Let me point out that this was simply an air depot in 
stallation where they were to store things, it was an airport where pre- 
sumably some repairs were going to be done. My duties in this were 
simply to sketch in the plumbing or write the specifications for the ma- 
terials that went into it, and on occasion I probably worked on the 
drawings involving the bombsight repair building which is confidential 
only because they had a double door on it for a security or safety 
device. 
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Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Riley, don’t you agree that if that information 
which you possessed would come into the hands of a foreign power 
whose avowed purpose is to overthrow our form of government by 
force and violence, if necessary, that it would have been a dangerous 
thing to our internal security / 

Mr. Rirxy. Perhaps it would, but it couldn’t have been in safer 
hands, I assure you, Mr. Chairman. I may have been involved in a 
philosophical discussion group, but I happen also to have been born 
in this country, and my children and my father and my father’s father, 
back to 1640, and I have as deep a feeling regarding the security of 
our country as any man present in this room, I assure you. 

Mr. Scuerer. I don’t think the chairman is questioning that. I 
don’t think that has been raised. 

Mr. Vewpe. Of course I didn’t ask you that. But I think in view of 
your statement I should ask you categorically whether you were ap- 
proached by anyone, whether you ever did transfer any of the infor- 
mation which you had 

Mr. Rirey. I will be glad 

Mr. Veuve. Just a minute, please—which you had within your 
knowledge to anyone that might have been an agent or representative 
of a foreign government ¢ 

Mr. Ritey. Yes, sir. I can answer that categorically that I did not, 
I would not, and if anyone had approached me on this, I would have 
immediately reported them to the proper authorities. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman, may I interject a statement at this 
point? It is my understanding that during the war or during the 
construction of military buildings or installations that they are all 
marked confidential and secret, even though they are passed out among 
all persons who may want to bid on the jobs or are engaged in the con- 
struction work. 

Mr. Ritey. Yes, sir, I think this was just a precautionary label that 
was put on any drawing that had anything to do with a building which 
might conceivably have a security angle involved in it subsequently. 
I think these would only be confidential after the building was con- 
structed and there were bombsights or something of value inside it. 
Then it would perhaps be hazardous, but during their construction it 
was certainly not of any consequence. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Riley, you said you would have reported various 
things to the Government. Did you, upon any occasion, at that period 
of time report the activities of this group, the meetings of this group 
which you, yourself, have said could possibly be considered an arm of 
the Communist Party, to any group such as the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation or any other Government group ? 

Mr. Ritry. No, sir, I did not. At the time I did not consider them 
subversive or improper in any way. As a matter of fact, the entire 
tone of this group was one of patriotism: one of our main concerns 
was the defeat of the Axis. Every member of the group, even this 
lady Communist herself, were against the Nazis. 

Mr. Kounzic. You call her a lady Communist. This is the person 
whom we have already stated to you—although apparently it did not 
lie within your knowledge, that she has just been convicted as a vio- 
lator of the Smith Act. 

Mr. Rirey. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Which is the act, as we all know, concerning the work- 
ing and teaching the overthrow of the Government by force and 
violence. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt? Weren’t all Communists at that 
time vitally interested in the defeat of Germany because Germany 
was fighting Russia? 

Mr. Ritey. Surely, surely. 

Mr. Scuerer. The party line changed in 1939 with the Hitler-Stalin 
pact, didn’t it? 

Mr. Riney. Right. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. In conclusion, Mr. Riley, the net total of testimony 
is, you wish this committee to believe that although at that time you 
saw nothing about this group that was in any way Communist, as you 
looked back upon it, the benefit of hindsight and so forth, you now 
feel that perhaps it could have been considered an arm of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Ritey. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. I would like to offer into evidence, Mr. Chairman, the 
document marked “Riley exhibit No. 3” for identification which is 
the transfer card, photostat, with the same Vernon Riley on it. 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection it will be admitted in evidence. 

(Transfer card was received in evidence as Riley exhibit No. 3.)° 

Mr. Scuerer. Let me ask you a question, Mr. Counsel, about this 
transfer number right above Vernon Riley’s name, No. 11904, do 
your investigations disclose whether that was the transfer number 
of the transfer or was supposed to be Riley’s number in the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Kunzic. The transfer number, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Movtper. Did you consider the discussion group that you have 
referred to in your testimony as being a group which was organized 
by Mrs. Hartle? 

Mr. Ritey. Well, I became associated with this group after it was 
already in operation, so I am not positive about its origin, but from 
her general sparkplugging of it I assumed that it was initiated by her 
and it was perpetuated in the sense of notifying people of this meet- 
ing place and so forth. 

Mr. Moutper. At that time did you know whether or not she was 
an active member and a party worker for the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ritey. Yes, she made no bones about it. On one occasion, sev- 
eral months after I had been attending, she made this statement. 

Mr. Vener. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Not for this witness, Mr. Chairman. We have other 
witnesses on this case. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have anything further? 

Mr. Scuerer. I just want to ask one question. Isn’t it a fact that 
this group that you have been telling us about is, as is stated on this 
transfer card, the professional br: anch of section 7 of the Communist 
Party at Spokane, Wash. 





* Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Ritry. Not to the best of my knowledge and belief, Mr. 
Scherer. ; 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I would like to request, if I may, if 
you would so desire, that you issue to the witness the invitation “and 
the opportunity, if he has any further information of this or if any- 
thing further comes to his mind or if it is refreshed by events or in- 
cidents later on, that he communicate with this committee and give 
that information to the committee. 

Mr. Veiner. Certainly I think counsel has stated it very well. I 
feel that you have given us some information, Mr. Riley, that is very 
valuable to our committee, but I would ask you to search your mind, 
search your soul for any further information you might have con- 
cerning your connections with the Communist Party or any Com- 
munist organization of any kind, and if you do learn in the future or 
feel in the future that you do have further information which would 
be of value to us, if you will get in touch with our counsel or one of 
our investigators at any time, and I thank you for your statement that 
you have made to us. 

Mr. Rirry. May I make just one comment, Mr. Chairman? In 
this connection, I have the feeling that this committee could strike an 
effective blow at communism if they would make full use of the nat- 
ural, potent anti-Communist feeling that must exist in the minds of all 
of these people who have been duped in one way or another in the dis- 
tant past by Communist propaganda and who now see so clearly— 

Mr. Vevpe. Of course that is the whole scheme of the Communist 
Party to dupe people into their way of thinking. 

Mr. Rirey. Yes, but I mean there must be hundreds of thousands 
of people who were duped by their propaganda and who now are be- 
ing persecuted but who are basically anti-C ommunists who could rep- 
resent a stalwart bulwark in the fight against communism if they were 
given this opportunity. 

Mr. Mounper. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry. I do have one question 
to ask the witness on this important question. After your moving to 
Rockville, Md., and after you sought and obtained employment in a 
Government agency, after that time up until the present time on any 
occasion did you attend any group discussions or have any connections 

r have any knowledge of any Communists? 

Mr. Rizxy. No, sir, [have not. I think I can categorically say that 
in the past 10 years, ever since I have been at the National Cancer In- 
stitute I have not knowingly had contact with anything vaguely re- 
sembling a communistic type group, discussion group, never know- 
ingly spoke or talked to a person even slightly bent in that direction. 
My entire energies have been absorbed in my cancer research. 

Mr. Vetpe. Isthere anything further, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Not with this witness. 

Mr. Vevpr. On the part of the members? If not, the witness is dis- 
missed from the subpena. Thank you very much. 

Will you call your next witness. 

Mr. Kounzia. Mr. Chairman, at this stage with your permission, sir. 
I should like to read into the record the investigating staff’s comments 
and material which has been gathered together on this case which is 
pertinent to this record. 

Mr. Chairman, this is material directly from the loyalty files, and I 
would request permission to read this into the record at this time. 
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Mr. Scuerer. When you say loyalty files, you mean from this man’s 
file in the executive branch of the Government, is that right ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection you may proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic (reading) 

INVESTIGATING STAFF’S COMMENTS VERNON Topp RILEY CASE 

The Committee on Un-American Activities has obtained an examiner’s report 
on on Todd Riley from the files of the Loyalty Review Board in Washington, 
D. C. Below are pertinent findings of said examiner. The facts on which this 
examiner arrived at his conclusions were available to the agency hearing board 
which conducted hearings early in 1953 clearing Riley. It should be noted, how- 
ever, that said hearing was conducted prior to the issuance of Executive Order 
10450, President Eisenhower's new security program. 

These facts, Mr. Chairman, are direct analysis from the files. 

Mr. Scuerer. Analysis of the examiner? 

Mr. Kunzic. Examiner’s report. 

Mr. Movutper. Those are his findings. 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes, sir. 

1. The evidence is well corroborated that the employee was a member of the 
Communist Party during the period 1941-48. Past Communist Party member- 
ship held by the employee is considered well-established. 

2. The employee’s membership in the Communist Party was active. He was 
an organizer of the Communist Party, and committee meetings of the party, in 
cluding executive committee meetings, were held in his home, 

3. He was ranked among the intelligentsia of the Communist Party. 

1. In 1943 steps were initiated to transfer his and his wife’s membership in 
the Communist Party to his new Maryland residence, but these transfers were 
not completed on party records. 

5. He entered on duty in his present agency in 1943, the year of the proposed 
transfer. 

6. In 1943 at committee meetings of the Communist Party he showed great 
concern over the Government’s investigation of communism. 

7. Although the employee’s wife’s transfer, like his own, was never completed 
on the records of the Communist Party, his wife was subsequently reported to 
be a member of the Communist underground in the District of Columbia. 

The employee has brought under question all statements which he has made 
in his own defense by falsely denying past membership in the Communist Party. 

That is the opinion and result of the examiner of the Loyalty Re- 
view Board. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, by way of explanation, I might sa 
it was this examiner’s report which came into our committee’s whee: 
from a confidential source that prompted the letter I read dated Octo- 
ber 12 to the Secretary of Health, Welfare, and Education asking the 
Secretary for certain information with reference to Mr. Riley. At 
that time he was still employed, as you recall, in the Department. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. Do you feel that this information which has 
been read into our record is entirely reliable ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Oh, it comes out of the files of the executive branch. 
It is the examiner’s report. It is the conclusions of the examiner’s 
report. The report itself is much more lengthy. 

Mr. Movutper. Of course I am making no objection to it going in 
at this time. However, I would make this comment: We haven't 
heard the testimony upon which this man’s opinion and the conclu- 
sions he has drawn are based. It is a conclusion which he makes 
without our having the benefit or knowledge of the evidence which 
he may have heard or may not have heard ‘that caused him to reach 
that conclusion. 
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Mr. Vevpr. Certainly this is an opinion of apparently a loyalty 
review board which can make mistakes, too, I suppose, as we all do. 

The committee will be in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 3:10 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to recon- 
vene at 3: 20 p.m.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 3: 20 p. m.) 

Mr. Vetpre. The committee will be in order, please. Mr. Counsel, 
will you call the next witness. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Lois Janet Hanson. 

Mr. Vexpe. Will you raise your right hand, please. In the testi- 
mony you are about. to give before this subcommittee do you solemnly 
swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Hanson. I do. 

Mr. Vevpr. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF LOIS JANET HANSON 


Mr. Kunzie. Would you state your full name for the record, please, 
Mrs. Hanson ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. My name is Lois Janet Hanson. 

Mr. Kunzie. Where do you live, Mrs. Hanson ? 

Mrs. Hanson. I live in Spokane, Wash. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you give the committee a very brief résumé 
of your educational background ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. I am a graduate of high school, and I have had a 
year and a half of college. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was that out in Washington State ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Could you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
employment background ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. I have worked at a stationery store in Spokane. 
I worked for the Farm Credit Administration for a little while, and 
during the war I worked for the Defense Department at various air- 
fields where my husband was stationed, and I have worked for an ac- 
counting firm in Boston and with a tractor and equipment company 
in Spokane, and that is about all. 

Mr. Veuve. I believe again it would be in the interests of every- 
body if the cameramen and photographers will take their pictures 
and then desist further throughout the hearing. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever know a Vernon Todd Riley ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, I did. ; 

Mr. Kunzie. When was this? 

Mrs. Hanson. It was during the year 1941, 1942 in Spokane. 

Mr. Kunzic. You say that you know or knew a Vernon Todd Riley ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, I did. 5 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you recognize him if you saw him again today ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you look back into the room and see if you see 
Mr. Riley? Isthat the Vernon Todd Riley you know ? . 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Kunzia. Let the record show that the witness has identified the 
previous witness who just testified before the committee. 
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Mr. Vetpe. Without objection it will so show. 
Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Hanson, let me first ask this. Hanson is your 
resent name. Did you ever have any previous married name é 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, my hame was Hlallid Ly. 

Mr. Kunzia. Your name was Halliday 4 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. H-a-l-l-i-d-a-y. 

Mir. Kunzia. Your name is now Mrs. Lois Janet Hanson; is that 
right 2 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee under what circum- 
stances you first came to know Vernon Todd Riley ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. During this summer of 1941 my husband and 
myself moved to Spokane, Wash., from Wallace, Idaho, and about 
that same time friends of ours, the Eddings, Genevieve and Harold 
Eddings had moved to Spokane, and it was thre uoh the Kdd hes 
that I met Mr. Riley and his wife, Ruth, whom I had met previously, 
but just had met her. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you 
moved ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Well, yes, of course we saw each other almost im 
mediately. We knew where each other was living, and within a short 
space of time Mrs. Eddings said that a study and discussion group was 
voInNg to be formed in Spokane among friends and asked us if we 
would care to get in on it. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mr. Riley testified that a Mrs. Halliday and a 
Mr. Halliday belonged to this discussion group. Are you the Mrs. 
Halliday to whom he was referring ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. Now, would you describe how you first came to goto 
a meeting of this discussion group ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Well, shortly after Mrs. Eddings said that such a 
group was going to be formed, we met at the home of—I don’t re 
member exactly at whose home the first meeting was held, but we 
were going to meet for the purpose of discussing world situations. 
It was going to be a kind of an intellectual discussion group. 

Mr. KK N ZIG. Was it that kind of group as it finally rot cong ? 

Mrs. Hanson. It was that kind of a group at first, but as the meet 
ines went on, more and more the discussion tended toward commu 


get in touch with the Eddings when you 


nism and in a favorable approach to communism, and it began to be 
quite predominant. Russia was discussed as an exemplary type of a 
true democracy. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. As a what type of true democracy ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. A true type of democracy. The Soviet experiment 
was considered very exemplary, and communism was discussed as 
the logical outgrowth of the capitalistic form of government which 
Wa believed to be a decacdk ht kind ot a form of economic yoverl 
ment, and it was dying of its many ills, that was the sort of a thing 
that was discussed, and as the meetings progressed and these discus 
sion groups continued to meet, Marx and Engels, Leninism, dialecti- 
cal materalism, that sort of thine, was discussed and probed into and 
studied and also the important role that Russia was playing in the 
present world struggle against fascism was talked about. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was there a Barbara Hartle that attended these 


meetings ? 





Mi 
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Barbara Hartle. I don’t recall ever 
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Mr. Kunzia. People couldn't have participated in t and thought 
that ib was ] i luncheo rroup l ( rroup, a friendly | | 
bridgs party group ¢ It was known w is, Wasn't 1t 4 

Mii H NSON Yes | by ( ( l l ( el] \\ ( \ 

i Cd ussion groups Tor a eng ) ! ire ol ’ 
Wa Dut | Lil ho prepared LO iV th everybd i \ » we the 
\ ul nm group wasa member 


who { hese group meetings 1 \ pe of me 
l Ley were ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. No—at least I think that if anyone had gone to these 
meetings, they would have been aware that this group was very favor 


apie tO COMMUNISM, 
Mr. Kunzia. Now, you later became divorced from your fon 
husband and married your present husband ¢ 


Mrs. Hanson. That is right. I do wish to say here, however, if I 


Ly, that these groups were always an informal type of group, and as 
far as I know, or I, myself, am concerned, they never became any mor 
than just that—that they wel ver closed. They wei formal, 
and th ere, toa large extent. social, and ad ussion sort of a thing, 


and then, as you say, in 1944 J was divorced from Mr. H day a ad 
l uried. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, when you became Mrs. Hanson, what was your 
next contact with Mr. Riley ? 

Mrs. Hanson. May i say that after I left Spokane and in May of 
1942, I d dn’t ee Mr. Ril V¥ again, and I wa n’t hi ted hany' DY 


any member of the Communist Party, becoming affiliated with any 
eroup, [ never rd more abe ind t] Nov wer of 1946 
my hu d and I retu d to Spokane, and som ne during the fall, 
I think, of 1952, I w ipproached at my home b Ci rmment 11 


leral Government, and asked me if I knew him. 


Mr. Kunzia. He asked you questions, did he, about Mr. Riley ? 
‘ i 


Mrs. Hansi N. Well, he a ked if | had known h mm. | uid IL had 
known him in this discussion group, and I hadn’t seen hu e, 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, what was your next col t with this uati 
n 1953 ¢ 

Mrs Hanson. W ll. early l 1953 I received a letter from the 
Lovalty Board of t] — 

Mi INUNZIG Va 1) iro \\ \ h OTOI] 1). ¢ 6 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes—the Department of Health, Education, and 
Wi 1 C\ tha l ra tv hearing, mild be 


held regarding Mr. Riley, asking me if I could attend at my own ex 
pense, and I was unable to 

ment in Which I said that | had known Mr. Rile through ad sCcUuSSION 
croup in 1941 and 1942 


Mr. Kunzic. Now, when did you next see Mr. Riley personally ? 
Mrs. HANSON. Well. Mr. Riley ime to Spoka and within the 
xt month, and he visited me at my home. 
Mr. Kunzic. This was 1n 1953? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yi . And he advised 1 e that a loOvaily hea1 he was 
to be held, and he said that my former husband had made certain 
allegations against himself which implicated me in the C« munist 
Party. 


ne 
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Mr. Kunzia. Now, by this time—this is some years after your activi 
ty in this group—how did you feel about this? Did you feel that 
you had een a member. or what was your 1 ental attitude at this 
ry< t / 

Mrs. Hanson. Well, I was in a terrific state of mind naturally, and 
I t iL. mental block ii been formed in my1 ind so that I was abso 
hut Vuna letoa tually face the truth any more. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean to face the fact that you had been in this 
Communist group / 


Mrs. Hanson. Yes, sir. So much had been in the papers about 
the secretive nature of communism and so on, and of course looking 
back at that time I guess it wasn’t secretive, but that fact escaped 
me, and of course a fear of even admitting to myself that this had 
been that kind of a group, due to the situation today, and Mr. Riley’s 
attitude—he had an attitude of outraged incense: that this had been 
just a group of intelligent idealistic people, he said, that had been 
interested in the times, those times. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ask him at this time when he came out to 
see you in Spokane and whether they had actually been Communist 
Party meetings ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzica. What did he say to you? 

Mrs. Hanson. I didn’t get any confirmation. I got that it had 
just been a group of intelligent idealistic people, a kind of Christian 
endeavor society. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did he say kind of a Christian endeavor society / 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. He asked for a statement in his behalf, and I 
complied. 

Mr. Kunzia. In his behalf from you? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, and I complied along these lines of thought that 
it had been a kind of idealistic bunch of young people interested in 
the times. 

Mr. Kunzic. In other words, you are telling this committee now 
that at that time, with this mental block you just testified to, and gave 
a statement along the lines that Mr. Riley requested / 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Saying that this was just a discussion group / 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes 

Mr. Kunzia. What is the next step in this series of events ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Well, in March of 1953 the hearing was held, and 
an infavorable decision had been reached by the board, and I received 
a letter from Mr. Riley to that effect. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did his wife at any time come to see you ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. Shortly after this Mrs. Riley came out to 
Spokane, and she came with my former husband’s testimony from this 


hearing, and that. 

Mr. Scnerer. Mrs. Riley brought a copy of your former husband’s 
testimony £ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes; I have it, and I read it, and of course I read 
that my former husband had testified that I had been a member of the 
Communist Party; that he had seen my Communist Party card in my 
purse, and I had no recollection of ever having had a Communist Party 


eard. I haven't to th day. I don’t believe I ever had one. 
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Mr. Kunzic. At this time were you still unable to face the fact that 
these actually had been Communist Party meetings / 

Mrs. ILTANSON. Yes, I really was. 

Mr. Kunzic. You hadn't had the « hange of heart as vet / 

Mrs. Hanson. No. 

Mr. Ktunzia. I see. Did you make a statement then ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Ye , she requested a statement. 

Mr. IK NZIG. This is another statement now ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes—denying the allegations in my forme 
band’s testimony. 

Mr. Scurerer. Do you know where these statements that you made 
were to be used? Do you know where those statements were to be 
used ? 

Mrs. Hanson. I don’t know that I did. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is, you say that first Mr. Riley got you to make 
a statement on his behalf, and then later on Mrs. Riley came out 
exhibited to you the testimony of your former husband, and the you 
made a subsequent statement. Did they tel] you Ww hat they were go 
ing to do with those statements 2 

Mi . HANSON. Well. I Khew that there wa eoing to be Lnew eul 
ing, and ] supposed that they would S| bm { those to be board. 

Mr. Scurrer. Both of these statements that you gave were sub 

quent to the time that vou received a notice from the Governme) 
saying that there was to be a hearing ‘ nd ask Ie you to attend ¢ 
Mrs. Hanson. Yes, that is right. 

9 

Mii . TLANSON. Yes. Within the next few day 1 elved teleo 
na Mr. Reich. 

Mr. Kunzia. R-e-i-c-h? 

Mrs. H ANSON. Ye s al hea metoeallh mn, Wh ch I cid 

Mr. Kunzic. In what capacity was he contacting you? 

Mrs. Hanson. He told me that he was the attorney for Mr. Ril 


rol 


in his new hearing, that he was going to be the counsel, and he advised 
me that certain lawyers in Washington had devoted themselves wit] 
out fee. I believe. to takine the cases of people who were in tl 
partic ular spot, and his word were, Ovel the telephot e, that | would 
be doing a great service 1f I would come and testify. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you go to Washington ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. So I left that evening. Funds were furnished f 
me. 

Mr. Kunzic. By whom? 

Mrs. Hanson. I don’t know who furnished the funds. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. Who gave you the ticket then ? 

Mrs. Hanson. There were funds left at the terminal—I mean at the 
ticket agent’s office. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I see. 

Mrs. Hanson. For me, and I left that night. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. You do know they weren't olven to you by the Federal 
Government / 

Mrs. Hanson. No, I know that. 

Mr. Kunzic. You arrived in Washington? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you then testify ? 
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Mrs. Hanson. Yes.a dit Imay 1 the night before the testimony, 


Mr. he ch came to the home where I was stay Ing in Washn oton. 
Mr. Scurerer. What was his name? 


\I HANSON. Reich. 
Mr. Scurerer. That was Mr. Riley’s attorney ¢ 
Mrs. Hanson. Y« to go over the general proceedings of that 
kind of a heari o with me, and he talked about the veneral secretive 
e OT co) tL how carefully Communist Party members 
ere screened betor« ey were ac epted into the party, and he showed 
. Communist Party card, and I knew when I saw it that I had 


¢ 


er seen one before, and all of this combined led me to believe that 


l testimony,a | cave it the next day, was true. 
Mr. Kunzic. Your te stimony, as I understand, and having ex 
ed the records which you gave the next day was generally in favor 


of Mr. Riley to the effect that this was just a discussion group / 
Mr. Kounzic. What happened after you gave your testimony before 


Mrs. Hanson. Well, a general feeling of uneasiness persisted, I 


couldn't shake it off. I knew there was something that wasn’t right, 
al follo Ing the hear or Mr. Riley and his wite and a nother 


ple asked if they could take me to a night spot in Washington. 


Mir. Scuerer. This was after the hearing? 

Mis. Hanson. Yes, it was after the hearing, and this feeling of 
ineasiness and fear and dread continued and finally in a private con 

sation I turned to Mr. Riley, : an d I put my hand up over my mouth 

t was private between us, and I said to him, “If I did have a Com 


nist Party card, what did I do with it?” ‘And he said, “Do you 
have any old Communist Party cards floating around any place /” 
Mr. Kunzic. He asked you whether you had any old Communist 
Party cards floating around any place? 
Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 
Mr. Kunzic. Then what did you say to him ? 
Mrs. Hanson. Then ] asked |] him, was it really a group of Com- 
st Party people, was it really a Communist group, and he said 
yes, it had been. 
Mr. Kunzia. You asked him whether it was really a Communist 
Party group you had been part of out in Washington State? 
NI Hanson. And 1 
M Kunzic. And his answer was yes, they were Communist Party 
n os? 
Vir Hanson. Yes. 
Mr. Kunzie. He told you that personally ? 
M Hanson. Yes: and then of course I realized what a horrible 
tuation it was, and I was absolutely sick, physically sick, is the way 
I felt, and I asked him why he won ld do such a thing, how he could 
have done it. 
Mr. Scurerer. You mean how he could have done such a thing to 


you é 


Hanson. No: how he could have concealed the facts, and he 

d that he felt that he had to for the sake of his family and his 
children, and he wanted some way he could serve humanity, and he 
had found this need through his cancer research, that he hadn’t 
ought about this sort of thing for years. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Did he eve tel] you when he and his wife had gvotten 
into the party ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes: he mentioned something 
gotten into it in Seattle. 

Mr. Kunzic. Prior to coming to Spokane ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did this event awaken you from your own 
block that you testified to a few moments ago ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes; yes, it did. 

Mr. Kunzic. In what way ¢ 

Mrs. Hanson. Well, of course I had the facts, the incontrovertible 
facts. There was no question then in my mind. I saw exactly where 
thing's stood, and I felt I went back to the home where I Was Staying, 
and I felt that I should do something, I felt I should go back to the 
board, but a sense of fear kept me from doing it, so 1 went on with 
a sense of guilt for quite a long while until Mr. Williams came to 
Spokane and in January, I believe it was. 

Mr. Kunzic. 


about his having 


mental 


In other words, when the committee investigator, Mr. 
W illiams, came to you, you then revealed the entire facts ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Mr. Williams came to my home, and I spent the 
whole night by myself walking around thinking, and the next morn 
ing I went to his room at the hotel and furnished him with the facts 
which I have just now given you. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Mounprer. Yes, I have a question concerning the money that 
was left at the ticket office. Did you have any information that mone} 
would be left there for you? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes, Mr. Reich said that my transport ition would 
be furnished, and there would be funds available at the ticket office. 

Mr. Mouxnper. That wasina telephone conversation ¢ 

Mrs. H ANSON. \ es. 

Mr. Mounper. You do know then that 
from Mr. Reich ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes. 

Mr. Movunprer. At whose home did you stay in Washineton ? 

Mrs. Hanson. At the home of my uncle. 

Mr. Movuiper. And then the conversation you had with Mr. Riley 
at the 1 ioht club where he said somethu o about a Communist Party 
group—where was that? 

Mrs. Hanson. What was the name of it—— 

Mr. Mouuper. Yes. 

Mrs. Hanson. I am not sure, it is something like the Blue Fox o1 
something likethat. I think out on Wisconsin Avenue. 

Mr. Mouuper. The Silver Fox. 

Mrs. Hanson. Silver Fox? 

Mr. Mounper. Yes. That is a highly respectable restaurant in 
Washington. I do want to ask you this question: You referred to 
the discussion group meetings, and then mention was made that the 
group was going to be affiliated with the Communist Party. 
recall who made that statement ? 

Mrs. Hanson. Yes; Mrs. Eddings. 

Mr. Movurper. Mrs. Eddings made that announcement at a meeting ? 

Mrs. Hanson. No, she told me that the group was going to affiliate 


the money evidently came 


Do vou 
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Mr. Mounuper. Then wh was taken 
ced you or led you to believe that it was the 

the Communist Party ? 
TT , 


thereafter that 
‘eafter affiliated with 


at action con 


Mrs. Hanson. The only positive proof I have of that is the fact 
it money was taken up, dues were collected. 
Mr. Movunprer. Were receipts given or cards issued ? 


Mrs. Hanson. I never received any receipt or any card. 
Mr. Motcrper. The point I am trying to make clear is, after notice 
was going to be affiliated 


iS given to you by Mrs. Eddings that it 

th the Commu Party, what action was taken or what change 
wa ide in the character of the meetings that proved to you that it 
was then a different kind of a group, that is, affiliated with the Com- 


mul 


Mi 


st Party? 
s. Hanson. Well, only from my personal, my personal, involve- 


owing by the 


} 
ie 


that it was a Communist Party group. 


\ v the dues reeul: rly thereafter 7 


Mr. Mounprr. Did you] 


Mi I] NSON, \ ‘ I ive @ Fret olle tion of only paying dues once 

tually in my mind, 

Mi M DEI ‘| it was the first time that you paid dues, after the 
inno ent ide by Mrs. Eddings ? 

MM LIANS Y« 

\I \I LD] ‘| t roing to be affiliated with the Communist 
Pay 

\I 1] son. Yo 


no thre 

fun U3 I 1] ether the group ved ostensibly 
) n D I ca ‘tre ember ar vbody except the Rilevs 
I: pel loftime. Tecan} il] people who were 

a ; / nlatale hlant mind who all 

N M LD! \\ ! nts ¢ ( ( five u hat th 
unged or that you actually became affil 

the Party ? 
\ | son. O { Mrs. Ed l that the group was or 
{ or ist Pa 

Mir. Moun the meetings continued as they had before ? 

M IT ANSON. fat 

j Mi SS ( l ons. same subjects were discussed as 

eto you by Mrs. Eddings? 

Mrs. Hanson. A I could tell: as far as I could tell. 

Mr. Movnper. I believe that isall, Mr. Chairman. 

\ Ix Ma I iS} from the contents of the meetings and the 
ents of the dis , your testimony stands as you gave it a 
ent ago Ou dered it to be Communist Party meetings, 

ind you consider \ rself at that time to be a member of the Com 
munist Party ? 


Mrs. Hanson. Ye 

Mr. Kt NZIG. No further 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Scl 

Mr HERER. | 
nformed that Mrs 
| tl ink th 


} 


questions, Mr. Chairman. 

erer. 

just might say this, Mr. Chairman, I have been 
Hanson has been under a great mental strain, and 
e committee wants to thank her for her testimony and for 


SS cf 


the service she has rendered in this particular case. 
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Mrs. Hanson. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, Mr. Scherer. Let me say, too, and I think I can say 
this on behalf of my colleagues here, that we certainly do realize the 
strain that you have been under and realize the mistake that you made. 

(Re presenti itive Mo rean M. Moulder left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Vexpr. I want to say for my colleague who just left, I am sure 
no one in the room means to cast any reflections on any restaurant in 
Washington by the outburst of laughter here a few moments ago. 
Mrs. oe isoh, you have rendered a ve ry patriotic service to youl 


country in he ‘Iping 7 us to obtain information concerning the activities 
of the C ommunist P —. which has been defined by authorities all 
over the country as a clear and present danger to our national secu 


ty, and you are how dismissed with the committee's thanks. 
‘all your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzig. Mrs. Marvin Markle. 

Mr. Verpr. Raise your right hand, please. In the testimony you 
are about to give before this subcommittee ads you solemnly sweal 
that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mrs. Marke. I do. 

Mr. Vevpr. Again I ask that the cameramen take their pictures as 
SOON as possi! le so we might proceed, 


Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 


TESTIMONY OF ILA McGEE MARKLE 


Mr. Kunzie. Woud you state your full name clearly / 

Mrs. Markie. Mrs. Marvin Markle. 

Mr. Kunzia. How —— spell that ? 

Mrs. Markie. M-: ay l-e, 

Mr. Kunzic. Marvin is M-a-r-v-i-n ? 

Mrs. Markur. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. What is your present address / 

Mrs. Markt Route 4, Box 559, Stockton. Calif. 

Mr. Kunzta. You have come here to testify from Stockton, Calif. ? 

Mrs. Markus. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Kr NZIG. Mrs. Markle, would you vive the conimiittee a brief 
résumeé of your educational background ? 

Mrs. Markie. I went through high school is all. 

Mr. Kunzic. Through high school 4 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where was that / 

Mrs. Markur. Fargo, N. D. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give us a brief résumé of you employ 
ment background. where you have worked and what type of jobs? 

Mrs. Markie. Well, I haven’t worked too much. I have never been 
in very good he: th. 

Mr. Kt NZIG. You are a mother how of how many children ? 

Mrs. Markie. Four children. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give us a brief résumé of the employment 
when you worked at the job ? 

Mrs. Markie. I worked for my father in a furniture store, and 
I have done housework at various times, and I have always been 
more or less home with my people before I got married. 
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\[r. 
h the family of Vernon Todd Riley ¢ 
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It NZI1G. 1) d you ever have occasion to have any connection 


s. Markie. I worked for them for 4 or 5 months in their home 
vokane. 
* Kunzic. You worked for them for 4 or 5 months in Spokane ? 
‘s. Markie. Yes, Opokane. 
. Kunzic. Would you know Vernon Todd Riley if you saw him 
1g 
‘s. Markie. Yes, I would. 
fa Ky NZIG, Would you look around this room and see if you see 
tiley in the room ? 
. Vetpe. Would you rise ? 
's. Markie. Yes. 

KUNZIG hye Is that the Vernon Todd Riley that you 
) 
‘s. Markie. Yes. 
* Kuwnzic. Is that the Vernon Todd Riley in whose house you 


1/7 
ed 


‘Ss. Markie. Yes, it 1s. 
V ELDE. et the record show that the witness has identified the 
on Todd Riley who testified here previously today. 


tThnout o PX” ( 7 7 | oO 


1 N ZIG, Mh \ il cle, desc ribe how you first came to work In 


Markie. Well, I went to Spokane and to eet war work, but 
ti e0) ra blood test my blood Was In such poor condition they 


rested th if I] not try to work In any le) othy jobs such as & hours 
ti etly hard work. so I decided rather than to YO back I would take 


housework, and so I applied in the local newspaper at the Riley home 
to! posit 1O1 of takn gy care of their 2 children, and they accepted 

ea ithatisthev Ly I happened to go to work there. 

Mr. Kunzia. After you began working in the Riley home did it 
( to vour attentre nhany way concer! 2 oe their, shall I Say, pol 
[ a tivities or then ittitudes cones rninge world affairs ? 

Mrs. Markir. Yes, there was no doubt in my mind from the very 
beginning, until I left, that both she and he were very pro-Commu 

nd they were very interested in the Communist Party, and that 

thev were very strong Communists in their belief. 


Mn 
Vii 
\h 
M 
Mh 


occur! 


Mrs. 


} 
And 


90 uy 
v1] 


argue 
taria 
mal 
+} it 
territ 


Mi 


lan, 1% the Commi 


. Kunzic. You lived at the home? 

5. M ARKLE. Y 3. ] ved there all the time. 

. Kounzic. So yi were with them pretty constantly for this 
nth period ? 

. Markie. Yes 

* Kunzia. Do you have anv specific memory of incidents which 
ed which tend to give you this belief ? , 

Markup. Well, 
we would 


e had a study on the second floor of his home. 
ro up there only upon his invitation, but we would 
we would argue communism, he and I, and we would 


» there, an 


s. for instan e, about the- | asked him if they were SO humani 
nists were so humanitarian, why did they go 
id to the Finnish people, and he would explain 
they a d that to defend their territory, the entrance of their 
ory. 

.. Kunzic. You are referring to the Russian invasion of Finland ? 


] 
} 


] 
] 
1 


d do what they « 
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Mrs. Markie. Yes. He said it was very unfortunate for the Fin 
nish people that they happened to be in the way, but the Russians 
had to take care of their own, and I told him it was very inhuma 
treatment. We argued continually most eo the time. 

( Rep resentative Morg: an M. Mouk ler returned to the heat Ing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Did he ever ask you in any way to attend any of 
these meetings / 

Mrs. Markie. Well, yes he did. He asked me if I would like to 
be interested in the Communist work, and he said that eventually hi 
would have a position in the Communist Party where he could bi 
of some help to me in the Communist work. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, we have very many other questions 
from this witness. I think this might be a good time for a briet 
recess. 

Mr. Ventpe. The committee will be in recess for 1 
until 4: 10. 

(\\ ee at 4 p. m., the hearing Was recessed, to reconvene 
at 4:10 p.m. 

(The he: ennai at4:17 p.m.) 

Mr. \V ELDE. The committee will be in order, plea 

Mr. ScHerer. Before we proceed with this witness, Mr. Chairman, 
it has bee 1 called to In \ attention that the testimony of Mr. Riley was 
in erro) an he referred to an editorial in the New York Times by 
Mr. Thomas Lamont. It has been poll ted out to me that it was not an 
editorial in the New York Times by a Mr. Lamont to whic] 1 Mr. Riley 
referred but was a letter to the New York Times by Mr. Lamont which 
Was published inthe New York Times and it was not an editorial. Mr. 
Lamont is not an editor and was not an editor of the New York Times. 

Mr. VELDpE. I thank the gel itleman for maki o that statement 1n 
order to keep the = as clear and correct as we pos sibly can. Any 

ther statements that are inadvertently made by witnesses will be taken 
bs this committee ial we will make every attempt to clarify the record 
and get the truth. 

As I have mentioned before, the committee is a committee of the 
United States House of Repre sentatives to Investigate ahaeaunie ac 
t1\ ities and report to ¢ OngTress for remedi il legislat ion. We are nota 
court of law in any sense of the word. We are out for information 
concerning the Communist a and we want to stick as nearly as 
possible within that Jurisdiction which we have. 

Will vou proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Markle, did vou attend any meetings, discussion 
croup meetings ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. No, I never did. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you attend any meetings in the home of the 
Rileys? 

Mrs. Markie. No, no. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were meetings ever held in the home of the Rileys? 

Mrs. Markir. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you tell the committee what you know about 
such meetings ? 

Mrs. Markie. Well, I usually would go out for the evening to a 
movie. or we had friends there, and I never attended the meetings, and 
then I would come home in time, just about in time to help Mrs. Riley 


) minutes 
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serve the lunch, and that is the extent of the attending of the meetings 
that I had ever done. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Mr. Riley ever talk to you about communism ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. Oh, we had hours and hours of discussion on the 
merits of communism, and he would explain to me his theories, and I, 
of course, would ask him questions. We had many, many hours of dis- 
cussion on communism. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did he ever talk to you about the Communist Party’s 
attitude toward the f: amily and children ? 

Mrs. Markur. Yes, he had a theory that the state, as he called it, 
would set up an a for small children and decide through 
psychiatric tests that each child would have a position in the state 
and thus be educated for that position, and each child would be taken 
from their home at a young age and get the full benefit of their edu- 
cation, that it would all be free education, and then in turn they would 
become a member of the educational group or whatever these tests 
decide these children were adapted to. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did he ever talk about developing a new Russia in the 
United States or anything of that nature ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes; he never spoke of any of the Russians coming 
ere, that it would all come about, as his favorite expression was—I 
would ask him, “How do you feel this is going to come about, all 
these wonderful ch: umges th: at you talk ‘iat ¢? And he said, OW ell, 
come the revolution.” He didn’t ever explain to me how the revolu- 
tion Was to come about, but that would be his favorite expression, 
“Come the revolution,” as far as his getting the changes made in this 
country. 

Mr. Kunzic. What about farmers, agriculture, land; did he discuss 
that with you! 

Mrs. Markie. Well, his theory of the farmer, that according to the 
size of his family, if they were adapted to farming, that each member 
of the party would be given a certain plot of land according to the 
size of his family, and he would work this land and contribute to the 
state much like the rest of the educated people would do, I mean those 
of the educated group, and I said, “There is always a human element 
there that they don’t do their work. They are Americans, and some 
of them won't be as good a farmer as they felt they would be.” He 

“We will not have any relief agenc ies, so these people that will 
ot work will be put some ie whe ‘re they will have to work and 
earn their living.” That was his theory. He felt there would be 
no relief agencies, that if everyone did their share, there would be no 
need of relief agencies. Those that were too old to work or unable 
to work because of mental deficiencies, they would be eliminated. 

Mr. Scnerer. What do you mean, eliminated ? 

Mrs. Markie. Put away, killed, or—that was the idea that I got 
from his the idea of eliminating the feebleminded, and this would 
be brought about by a board who would judge whether these people 
were incapable of work or unable to work or not willing to work. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Markle, you stayed at the Riley home for roughly 
t months or so? : 

Mrs. Markie. Four or five months, I am not sure. 

Mr. Kunzia. When you left the Riley home, did you have any fur- 
ther contact with Mr. Rile yvinany w ay, and if so, when ? , 
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Mrs. Markie. Well, at Christmas time I went home to North 
Dakota and I went to Washington, D. C. I have a brother there who 
called me to take care of his little girl while they worked. It was 
shortly after the New Year that I wrote to them and told them I 
was in Washington, having a wonderful time seeing the Capitol and 
things like that, and he wrote me and congratulated me on the fact 
that I was seeing all the country. Then he suggested that if I was 
to be interested in anything—in contacting anyone under C he would 
be glad to. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you say under C do you mean under the letter C ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. Under the letter C 

Mr. Kunzic. He didn’t write out the word ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. Just the letter C. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who wrote you this letter / 

Mrs. Markie. Mr. Riley, and that he would make me acquainted 
with anyone if I would be interested. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever answer that letter ? 

Mrs. Markie. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you next hear from Vernon Todd Riley ¢ 

Mrs. Markir. The following spring I went back to my folks in 
North Dakota and Mr. Riley was leaving the East going West to get 
his family. He had a position, I don’t know what it was, but he had 
a position, and he was going back after his family and he stopped and 
called me at Fargo. He was between trains or something, I am not 
just sure about that, but he called me from the Waldorf Hotel and 
asked me would I come down and visit with him between trains or 
while he was waiting for transportation, so of course I went. I talked 
to him about his family to see how his children were because I had 
become quite attached to them, and he had some Communist litera 
ture there, and he was trying to explain to me, which I had in the 
meantime lost all interest in the thing, and he tried to explain to 
me some peace treaty that the Russians had made—I don’t remember 
anything about it other than the facts that he had made a peace 
treaty, and he was justifying this peace treaty by reading me quota 
tions from these Communist magazines or small newspapers. 

Mr. Kunzic. May I go back just a moment to this letter you re 
ceived from him saying if you were interested in looking up anybody 
under the letter C to write to him and he would make you acquainted 
with some of them. What did you assume was meant by that? 

Mrs. Markie. Under communism. If I were still interested or 
would like to discuss communism further, that was what I naturally 
assumed, that was what I assumed that he meant. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Markle, you saw him in this brief stop, the train 
stop there 

Mr. Movutper. Where, I didn’t get that clear / 

Mrs. Markie. Fargo, N. Dak. 

Mr. Moutper. You said the Waldorf Hotel ? 

Mrs. Markie. Waldorf Hotel in Fargo, N. Dak. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you next see Vernon Riley ? 

Mrs. Markie. Well, about 10 years later he came to my home in 
Spokane—Stockton, and he arrived there about 8:30 in the morning. 

Mr. Kunzia. Why was that, Mrs. Markle? 

Mrs. Markie. Well, he came, and he wanted to question me about 
why I—I went to the FBI myself and turned in the information I 
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a ew about him some 2 years before that, and there was to be a hear 

ng, and he came to ask me why I would testify against him since we 
had a n eal friends, and my explanation to him was that being a 
very brilliant man, which os was, that if he had the same mental at- 
titude now as he had then, that he would be a menace to the ec ountry 
and to the work he was doing, and I felt I didn’t know where he was, 
but I felt that he would be in some Important position since he was a 
smart mal 

Mr. Scrrerer. When did you learn he was working for the Govern 
ment ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. Not until about a year after I turned the information 
that 3 knew in. I turned that in, and then it was about a year later 


that , Fed er il Bureau of Investigation came to me seeking some 
more ft irt] nformation. I had told them just they took a brief 
outline soil ‘fled it with their file. 
Mr. Scurrer. What was the outcome of this conversation which 
ad with Mr. Riley when he came and asked you why you gave 
that information to the Government ? 


Mrs. Markie. Well, we talked—he had parts of the previous hear- 
ing that I hadn’t attended because they had sent me the money to 
come—the hearing board had sent me the money to come, but I didn’t 
feel that I was—I didn’t get the money until 3 weeks after the hear- 
ing. It had been lost in the mail somehow, and I didn’t get the 
money, and so I didn’t feel that I was going to appear, that they had 
felt it pean’ not necessary or something. I didn’t have any idea 
why they hadn’t called me, but I felt they weren’t going to call me be- 

alse ; asked them to give me at le ast 2 week’s notice to arrange the 
care of my children and they hadn’t done this. I didn’t know they 
had, but they hadn’t as far as I was concerned, notified me. 

Mr. Scurrer. You say he brought you excerpts from the testimony 
of that hearing? 

Mrs. Markie. From the previous testimony, yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. What conversation did you have about that testimony ? 

Mrs. Markie. Well, he would read parts of it, and then we could 
discuss the merits of each one, and then he would say, “I don’t remem- 
ber saying those things,” and T would say, “You made a great impres 
sion on me, Vernon, at that time, and IT remember distinctly,” and of 
course his answer was usually, “Well, I don’t remember these things,” 
because he said he said a lot of things. Then he asked me why I did it, 
and I said that I felt it was my patriotic duty. There was no idea 
other than being a good citizen. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the final outcome of that conversation ? 

Mrs. Markie. He asked me to sign a paper saying that IT had never 
seen his Communist ecard, and I said, “Of course I will do that because 
I never saw your Communist card.” Then he made out this 

Mr. Scuerer. Did yousign such a paper? 

Mrs. Marker. Yes. 

Mr. Scnerer. Who prepared that paper ? 

Mrs. Margie. Mr. Riley, because I am a very poor writer. That 
was the only reason why I didn’t. 

Mr. Kunzic. May I ask, did he write it or print it ? 
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Mrs. Marke. I think he printed it. I don’t know. I was upset. 
I was 3 months pregnant with my baby and before the day was over, I 
was very upset and disturbed. 

Mr. Screrer. How long atime did you spend with Mr. Riley at that 
time ? 

Mrs. Markie. He came at 8:30 and at 4 o-clock I ioned these things 
for him and he asked if he might stay 

Mr. Scnerer. He came at 8:30 in the morning and talked to you all 
day ? 

Mrs. Markir. Yes, until about 4 and he asked me if I would sign 
these papers for him, and I said “Yes.” We discussed various points, 
which were some of them technically true, and when I tried to tell him, 
“Now that isn’t exactly right,” by that time I was very disturbed 
mel tally and emotionally, and I wasn’t well, and so I] sloned it simply 
because I was very disturbed. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said you signed one paper in which you said you 
had never seen his Communist Party card ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. That was true, wasn’t it / 

Mrs. Markie. Thatis right; I had never seen it. 

Mr. Scuerer. You Say vou never saw the card. What other papers 
did you sign # 

Mrs. Markie. Nothing else. 

Mr. Scrrerer. I thought you said you signed two papers ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. No. 

Mr. Screrer. Is that all this paper contained that you signed ? 

Mrs. Markie. That Iremember. As I say, I was very disturbed. 1] 
don’t remember entirely the whole thing. That has been 2 years 
and I was going through quite an emotional problem myself at that 
time, and by 4 o’clock I was very upset because he told me I was ruin 
ing his life, and that if J hadn’t told the truth, of course which I this 
has been the truth all alone, that he would be ina position to sue me 

Mr. s\ ITERER, Ile would be In n position to sue vou / 

Mrs. Markie. To sue me 

Mr. Scurrer. Was it after he told vou he would be in a position to 
sue you that you signed the papers ¢ 

Mrs. M ARK LE. Yes, Tl en he asked if he might stay to dir ner and 
meet my husband—I was going with him at the time I lived with the 
Rileys and writing back and forth and I would tell them excerpts 
from his letter > you know, as a matter of friendliness and he wanted 
to meet my husband, so he staved, and my husband took him in to the 
bus approximately 7:30 or quarter to 8, and he caught the bus to go to 
San Francisco, and he had a plane leaving San Francisco for Spokane, 
so he told me. 

Mr. Rinry. Mr. Chairman, could I ask a question at this time? I 
have the statement 

Mr. Vetpr. Will vou confer, Mr. Riley, with us, after the hearing? 

Mr. Riney. Yes, sir, except I have the statement which she signed, 
if it is of interest to the committee. 

Mr. Kunzia. We have the statement. too. 

Mr. Veupe. If you will give us the statement after this witness’ testi 
mony, the committee will apreciate it very much. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Ihave no further questions 
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Mr. Veuve. The committee will be in recess for 5 minutes, and will 
come back to the offices, Mr. Riley, with the statement that you have? 

(Whereupon, at 4:35 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 4:40 p.m.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 4: 40 p.m.) 

Mr. Veber. The committee will piease be in order. 

While Mr. Riley was unable to furnish the original statement that 
we might introduce it into the record, I want to read the statement 
that he refers to at this time, as of March 7, 1953, dated at Stockton, 
Calif., to you, and ask whether or not it is the statement that you 
referred to a few moments ago in your testimony. It reads as follows: 
To Whom Jt May Concern: 

This is to say that I, Ila McGee Markle, knew Vernon T. Riley in Spokane, 
Wash., in 1942 and worked for the Rileys as housekeeper for 5 or 6 months. 

The word “5 or 6” is written in pencil here. 


During this time or at any time I never heard Mr. Riley admit, say, or state 
that he was a member of the Communist Tarty, nor to my knowledge did he 
ever solicit my membership in the Communist Party or any other person. He 
never stated to me that the Communist Party came first and that he would 
separate himself from his family to further the aims of the party, nor did he 
ever state that he planned to have an important part in the American Commu 
nist Party, that he never made any contacts with Communists in Washington 
for me or for anyone as far as I know. I make these statements of my own 
free will without coercion, intimidation, or persuasion to change any testimony 
which may have been attributed to me. This statement may be used by Mr. 
Riley if he should testify 

and above this in the statement “if he wishes” is written in pencil— 


before the board of inquiry on employee loyalty before the Federal Security 
Agency I affirm that the foregoing is true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief 


ILA McGEE MARKLE. 

May I ask, Mrs. Markle, is this the statement you referred to in 
your testimony a few minutes ago as you recall it ? 

Mrs. Markie. Well, within a reasonable—I mean, what I wish to 
get across was there were technicalities of the statements, as I said 
before, that I tried to argue him out of, and he would say, “Well”— 
his answer would be technically true, and therefore that would put 
me in a position of—it was very likely part of that anyway is what I 
had signed, understand, and very likely, as I say, by that time I 
was so disturbed and upset, but when he says that he would not 
leave—at the time he said he would leave his family, it was not the 
same discussion as for—that we had about the Communist Party. 
He said that he would be willing to place his children in the hands of 
the Communists, but at the time—the technicalities are this, that at 
the other time I mentioned one time, I saw an article in a paper about 
a man who had left his family, and I said to him, “I don’t see how 
a man can do that,” and he said, “I can easily understand that.” So 
therefore the two combined, he didn’t say at the time that he would 
leave his children in this particular discussion for the Communist 
Party because we were not talking about the Communist Party, but 
he said he would find it very easy to leave his family, walk out and 
leave them, and the discussion—the two together sounds technically 
untrue. 

Mr. Vetpr. Let me get it straight. He did ask you to sign a 
statement ? 
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Mrs. Markie. Yes, yes. 

Mr. Vetpr. Which, as you recall, was—was it typewritten or—- 

Mrs. Markie. He had handprinted it. 

Mr. Vexpe. He had prepared the statement himself ? 

Mrs. Markie. Handprinted it because I asked him to. He asked 
me to write it, and I told him my penmanship was so poor no one 
could read it anyway. 

Mr. Vevpe. All you did was to sign your name to the statement 4 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were living where at the time you signed the 
statement ? 

Mrs. Markie. Stockton, Calif. 

Mr. Scnerer. Did you have any children ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. One adopted | girl 3, the twins are 6 now. I was preg 
nant about 3 months with the baby I have now, little baby. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know he was coming to your home that day 

Mrs. Markug. No, I had no idea. He drove up in a eab fl 
8:30. I was over making a phone call to my husband. He had left 
his equipment at home, and I was calling to ask him if I should bring 
it and when I looked out the door I saw the cab driving up. We 
live 6 miles out. I saw this cab driving up and I went out because 
it seemed to hesitate and I wondered who it was. We have a very 
small neighborhood, and he stepped out of the taxi and that is the 
first I had seen of him for 10 years, approximately. 

Mr. Scnerer. That was 8: 30in the morning ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. 8:30 in the morning. 

Mr. Screrer. He stayed until your husband drove him back to the 
station ? 

Mrs. Markie. About 7:30 approximately. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he leave your home at any time / 

Mrs. Markie. No, no. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your husband came home at what time? 

Mrs. Markie. He gets out of work about 6:30, gets home about 
20 to 7. 

Mr. Scuerer. What time of day was it you signed the statements / 

Mrs. Markte. About 4 in the afternoon. 

Mr. Scuerer. Before your husband came home ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Had Mr. Riley left the house at any time before you 
signed the statement ? 

Mrs. Markie. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where did you have lunch that day ? 

Mrs. Markie. He and I had lunch in the kitchen. 

Mr. Scnerer. As I understand your testimony you talked about 
this all day? 

Mrs. Markie. After talking about his family and various other 
subjects, and he told me about his brother and things like that, then 
we sat out in the back in the sunshine, it was a beautiful day, and 
we talked about it then and he asked me if I realized what I was doing, 
what harm I was doing him because of the embarrassment and the 
financial reverses that he would have to take, and then he said, how- 
ever, “Would you please make this statement for me?” and he said, 
“If you appear, I will not use it. I would rather have you appear, 
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but if you appear, I won’t use it,” and I didn’t appear at that time 
because the money was delayed in the mails. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was it, what time of the day was it, that he 
said, “I can sue you”’/ 

Mrs. Markie. That was about 2:30. Iam not sure definitely about 
these times, but i was between lunch and the time I signed it. I think 
I was getting dinner—lunch—at the time we were discussing it. 

Mr. Scuerer. WwW hat did you say your condition was when you 
Sig) ed it? 

Mrs. Markie. I was approximate ‘ly 214 or 3 months pregni int. 

Mr. Scuerrr. I understand that. You said something about youl 
emotional state at 4 o’clock. 

Mrs. Marxur. I was very disturbed. We were having financial re- 
verses and we just moved out into the country and our house is still 
about half done, and I was having this prob lem. My husband is not 
too well, and that was a problem, and so all in all- 

Mr. Scurrer. In your own mind did you believe that he might sue 
Vol 
bie Markie. Well, I was disturbed by the fact that we have abso- 
lute—I didn’t want to be drawn into it. At that time I didn’t feel 
able or well enough to carry the discussion further at that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were, of course, not under oath at that time? 

Mrs. Markie. No. 

Mr. Scuerrr. This wasn’t in the form of an affidavit ? 

Mrs. Marxur. That is right. 

Mr. Scurrer. You are under oath today ? 

Mrs. Marxur. Yes, yes, I know. 

Mr. Verpr. And have you told the entire truth ? 

Mrs. Marker. Yea : In a I have. I have no other reason in the 

ld other than I felt it was my patriotic duty. I have no purpose in 
GO or this. Mr. Riley | ha al ays heer } very 700d to me. I have al- 
wavs enjoyed him and his wife and children always, but I felt it nec- 
essary, my duty as a citizen. I have 4 children, and I felt that that 
was the only means I had of defending my country. 

Mr. Scuerer. Each one of the points that are dealt with in this 
statement that you signed, were those discussed during that day ? 

Mrs. Marxur. Yes, oh, yes, we went—he did, as I say, parts of the 
hearing proceedings before that I wasn’t present and some of the 
deposition— 

Mr. Scnerer. Did he read that to yo - 


Mrs. Markie. Yes. Then I would say technically that is right, 
but —and I am very sure that some of tie se sides ee been slipped in 


here, because I don’t recall a lot of that. I a _ ankly don’t, and I 
am under oath, and I realize the seriousness of it, and I really don’t 
feel that some of those things that I said, cae after all, I have a 
very clear mind. I was very upset at the time and disturbed 
emotionally. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he have a record something like this and read to 
you! 

Mrs. Markie. No, it was much like Mr. Williams has, pieces of 
paper that were attached and typewritten that he had taken—I made 

1 deposition to the FBI, and he had most of these points that I had 


made, and possibly he had them all, but the ones he brought out were 
the ones that we discussed. 
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Mr. Scuerer. What you originally told the FBI is what you are 
telling us here today, isn’t it ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes, indeed; yes, it is. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you have further questions, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. I have none, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you have further questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Mouuper. No. 

Mr. Vevpe. Again let me say the matter of the reading of this letter 
is not strictly in line with the duties of our committee, but since it was 
asked by the witness who previously appeared here, Mr. Riley, the 
committee determined that it was best to admit the evidence in the i 
terest of fairness to all people and to get the explanation of you, 
Mrs. Markle. 

Let me Sa) for my self, person lly, that I do believe that you have 
given very clear and accurate testimony—— 

Mrs. Markie. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpe (continuing). In this hearing. I think you have served 
a very fine patriotic duty, and unless there is something further ? 

Mr. Moulder has a question. 

Mr. Moutper. As I understand your testimony, in the course of your 
testimony you say that Mr. Riley first appeared at your home ? 

Mrs. Markur. Yes. 

Mr. Mounper. Prior to that time you had been an employee of his 
working at his home ? 

Mrs. Marktr. Some 10 years before that, ves? 

Mr. Mounper. You were attached to the children ‘ 

Mrs. Markie. Yes, indeed. 

Mr. Mountper. And also had high respect for Mr. Riley ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Mourper. And then he appears at your home on this date of 
the statement ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Mounper. Appealing to you for help ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Moutprer. At that time he was under investigation by the loy 
alty board ? 

Mrs. Markie. Loyalty board, yes. 

Mr. Mounper. Hesostated to you, did he? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Movunper. And also stated that it would cause him consider 
able financial loss and loss of position ? 

Mrs. Markie. Embarrassment to his family, and that he would be 
very likely to lose his home because naturally he would be dismissed 
from his work. 

Mr. Moutper. Was it along those lines and that persuasion that in- 
duced you to comply with his request ? 

Mrs. Markie. Yes. 

Mr. Movunper. That vou sloned this statement which he had 
prepared ¢ 

Mrs. Markie. Yes, yes. 

Mr. Moutper. That is all. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have anything further of this particular 
witness ? 
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Mr. Kuwnzia. No. 

Mr. Vecpr. Again let me say, Mrs. Markle that you are dismissed 
with the committee’s thanks for your ee service. 

Mrs. Markie. Thank you. It has been a privilege. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask once again before 
the conclusion of today’s testimony that Mr. Williams take the stand 
for one final bit of testimony he has for today. You were already 
-worn, Mr. Williams, so will you just be seated. 


Mr. Vevpr. All right, proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE C. WILLIAMS—Resumed 


Mr. Kunzic. In the testimony which we have heard just a few 
moments ago, Mr. Chairman, there was reference to the fact that Mr. 
Markle, the husband of the past witness, took Mr. Riley, drove Mr. 
Riley down to the bus, I believe she said, after Mr. Riley’s visit to the 
Markles’, at which time he elicited this statement that we have just 
discussed. Have you, Mr. Williams, had occasion to discuss this mat 
ter with Mr. Markle? 

Mr. WiiuraMs. Yes, sir, I have. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where was that ? 

Mr. Winurams. At his home in Stockton, Calif. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did Mr. Markle discuss with you anything with re 
spect to taking Mr. Riley, driving him down to the bus ? 

Mr. Wittrams. Yes, Mr. Markle discussed that with me, and at 
that time furnished me a signed statement which, if you have no 
objection, I shall read. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Would you read that statement, please, at this time 

to the record. This is Mr. Markle’s statement, is that right ? 

Mr. Witutams. Mr. Markle, Mrs. Markle’s husband. [Reading :] 


STockTon, CALIF., February 9, 1954. 

I, Marvin Markle, make the following statement to George C. Williams who 
has identified himself to me as an investigator for the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. I make this statement voluntarily. I first met Vernon 
Riley in March of 1953. He had come to our home to see my wife who used to 
be their housekeeper when they, the Rileys, lived in Spokane, Wash. I arrived 
home from work the day Mr. Riley was at our home at 6:30 or 6:45 p.m. Mr 
Riley had dinner with us, and after dinner I drove Mr. Riley into Stockton to 
catch a bus. While driving into town Mr. Riley was talking to me about com- 
munism I told him that I felt that if someone attended some Communist Party 
meetings some years ago that it was no crime. Mr. Riley agreed with this, and 
I recall him saying that he had left the Communist Party. He stated at the 
time he was in it it was just a fad. That was the only time I have ever seen 
Mr. Riley 
and it was signed by Mr. Markle. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Scherer, do you have anything further ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Veiner. Mr. Moulder? 

Mr. Movurper. [have no questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. The committe will stand in adjournment until 1 o’clock 
tomorrow. 


In the meantime the committee will meet in executive session. 
(Whereupon, at 4:55 p. m., the hearing was adjourned until 1 p. m.. 
Tuesday. March 16, 1954.) 
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